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Social democracy
In the Philippines

ocial democracy is a po-

lilrtcal, economic and so-

cial system that combines
the F‘Tif‘l{'ipl{_‘ﬁ. of a free market
economy with the values of so-
cial justice,

This was my topic a week
Ag0. However, I noticed that in
my column and almost all read-
INES on social dEmncrac}: alwavs
use as examples dcvelgpiﬂg
couptis manly i et an el Europe. This
Beriu :'k S and Inavian countries— Nn{w aj,-:r_Sweden,

s Scrci;tl 1::1 and — Germany and the UJ_'utud h_mgdnm.

fordo & emocracy a luxury only rich nations can
aftord? Since the 1980s, social democratic countries
are historically ascribed to wealthy western European
EmmPl‘?E characterized by universal welfare, inclusive
economic growth, democratic institutions and regulated
capitalism,

The book “Social Democracy in the Global Periphery:
Origins, Challenges, Prospects” by Richard Sandbrook,
Marc Edelman, Patrick Heller and Judith Teichman
(Cambridge University Press, 2007) argues that social
democracy is feasible in non-Western states or the Third
World. The authors even maintain that social democracy
s essential for equitable and sustainable development
in these non-Western states.

I_J‘i most books on this topic, the assumption is that
social democracy is a product of unique historical and
cultural circumstances such as industrialization, class
compromise and stropg labor movements. The usual ar-
gument is that these circumstances cannot be replicated
in the non-Western world,

Sandbrook and his co-authors reject these arguments.
The book defines social democracy broadly as a mode
of governance that combines representative democracy,
state regulation of markets, progressive redistribution
of wealth and investments in public services such as
health and education. These goals can be found even in
the poorest of Third World countries.

To substantiate their argument, the book provides de-
tailed case studies of four countries: Mauritius, Costa Rica,
Chile and the state of Kerala in India. These cases serve to
demonstrate the conditions under which social democratic
practices can emerge and persist outside the West.

Here are the summaries of the four case studies.

Mauritius stands out for its successful blend of ethnic
pluralism, democratic governance and state-led devel-
opment. Despite its small size and limited resources,
Mauritius has managed to sustain a generous welfare
system and competitive export economy. The authors
attribute this to elite consensus, an inclusive political
culture and robust institutions.

Costa Rica is highlighted as a Latin American
anomaly. The country abolished its military in 1949 and
redirected resources towards education and health care.
The authors emphasize the role of a reformist middle
class and a strong public sector spirit, even amidst strong
pressures from the political left and political right in the
Central American region.

Chile presents a more complex trajectory. The brutal
military dictatorship under Finochet gave way to a
democratic transition marked by a pragmatic social de-
mocracy under the Consertacién coalition. While Chile
retained many neoliberal policies, it also implemented
significant social spending and poverty reduction
programs. The case illustrates the compromises and
achievements of post-authoritarian reform movements.

Kerala, a state in southern India, offers a subnational
example. With high human development indicators de-
spite low per capita income, Kerala demonstrates hc.:bw
political mobilization, specially through leftist parties
and mass organizations, can drive pro-poor policies in
a democratic framework.

According to its authors: “The lesson of these cases
is not that there is a single path to social democracy but
rather that political will, strategic coalitions and inclusive
institutions can refrain the possibilities for equitable
development in the global periphery.” The term “global
periphery” refers to the non-western wi::rld.‘

’]%e important lesson for the Philippines is that eco-
nomic and social justice are not opposing goals. The
usual argument in a capitalist economy is that in order fo
accelerate economic growth, a country must sacrifice social

justice such as a living wage for the labor sector. )

It is possible that in Third World countries, sqmal
democratic reforms with its goal of equitable distribu-
tion of wealth might be difficult to achieve in countries
where authoritarianism, weak institutions and crony
capitalism pr?vail. Because ﬂgﬂtgnﬁ ;ﬁg :;f;aﬂ;;
importance of grass roots mo on,

faces obstacles in countries where civil society, mass
movements and nongovernmental organizations are
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A cause for celebration:
The Japan Overseas

Cooperation Volunteers’
60th anniversary

long been the Philippines’ top source

for official development assistance. In
2024, it remained to be the largest donor,
followed by the Asian Development Bank
and the World Bank, according to data by
the DEPDev.

Japan’s invelvement in large-scale
infrastructure projects, including the
MNorth-South Commuter Railway, the
Metro Manila Subway and the Davao
City Bypass, has also signaled its role in
the country’s development.

Beyond the scale of support, what has
mattered equally are our experiences -
shared joys and sorrows in walking side
by side for the betterment of the local
community.

Among our most enduring partmerships,
the Japan Overseas Cooperation Volunteers
have walked alongside us for decades in our
shared journey toward progress.

The Japan Overseas Cooperation Vol-
unteers, or JOCV for short, has enabled
promising volunteers from Japan to work
with local communities to address a vari-
ety of issues on a close, grassroots level.

With 2025 marking the program’s
60th anniversary, let us reflect on their
extraordinary stories and the truly equal
partnership they embodied.

The Japan Overseas
Cooperation Volunteers

JOCV started in 1965 as one of the pro-
grams managed by the Overseas Technical
Cooperation Agency, a precursor of the
Japan International Cooperation Agency
(JICA).

Together with Laos, Cambodia, Malay-
sia and Kenya, the Philippines was part of
the JOCV program’s inaugural dispatches
to five countries, The Philippines received
12 volunteers — the largest share out of 29
total volunteers at the time.

Since then, JOCV operations have
widened its reach dramatically in region,
areas of cooperation and numbers, having
dispatched a total of 57,000 cumulatively
in continuing its work in 99 countries.

Unlike typical JICA assistance, JOCVs
engage more directly as:they live with
their ﬁust communities for two years. This
allows them to dive deeper into the local
community and eagerly work to improve
their well-being.

Through JOCVs, Japan's diverse human
talents are well utilized for a wide range of
support including agriculture, education,

i health and social welfare,

Even with its remarkable growth, the
program has still kept to its objectives:
making a difference in communities,
while promoting mutual understanding
and international goodwill.

JOCVs in the Philippines

Over the years, the journeys of JOCVs
in the Philippines have provided the
richest examples of our cross-cultural
exchanges.

To appreciate the depth of these vol-
unteers’ dedication to friendship, we
begin with Ms. Watanabe Juri's story, a
volunteer who served in Mayoyao, Ifugao

from 2012 to 2016.
With her rich experience and research

It 15 quite well-known that Japan has

in the field, Ms. Watanabe used her pas-
sion for aquaculture research to help her
community capitalize on their abundance
of loach fishes. She aimed to work with
locals on a sustainable and accessible
method to raise loaches for sustenance.

Difficulties such as securing breeding
stock initially led to declining morale
among her colleagues. Undeterred, she
repurposed a neglected municipal fish
farm and steadily worked with her com-
munity and the resources available,

Through trust and cooperation, Ms.
Watanabe ended her four-year stay, includ-
ing an extension, with the locals significantly
capable of managing the farm, What started
as simple volunteer work transformed into
a whole community-driven project.

Meanwhile, Ms. Kamehama Chihiro
began her assignment in 2024 at a special
need center supporting children with
disabilities in Oton, Iloilo. The seasoned
teacher in Japan faced some difficulties
with a community that mainly commu-
nicated in Hiligaynon.

Driven to grow with the community,
she studied Hiligaynon and American
Sign Language while she worked daily.
Through sheer will, she was able to build
better relationships with her students and
their parents, even realizing opportunities
for eventual vocational training to this
very day.

Boasting a vast tapestry of stories at
present, the long history of JOCVs in the
Philippines has also included lasting lega-
cies such as that of Mr. Nakagaki Osamu.

In the early days of the JOCV program,
in the 1970s, he worked in mango culti-
vation in San Fernando City, La Union.
The mango orchard he established, now
known as the La Union Public Botanical
Garden, continues to captivate visitors
with its lush greenery.

Hearteningly, the JOCVs' efforts would
culminate in a Ramon Magsaysay Award
in 2016 for their unwavering devotion.
Earning a commendation from one of
its pioneering partners, with the “Nobel
Prize of Asia” no less, remains an unsur-
passable honor.

To date.over 1,700 JOCVs have served
the Philippines. since its maiden journey.
Having met a new group of volunteers
in June this year, I can say the legacies of
JOCVs are in truly capable hands.

Dedication through decades

Backed by a proud history of service,
the JOCV program continues strongly to
this day, anchoring our people-to-people
exchanges on passionate collaboration.

With future deployments focusing on

human resource development, industry
growth and disaster risk reduction, we can
expect to share more stories and triumphs
together. "

I salute the JOCVs, here and all over
the world, on their special year. Here's
to the spirit of volunteerism connecting
Japan to the world.

Mabuthay ang JOCV! Maraming salamat
at Arigatouw Gozaimasu!

Endo Kazuya is the Ambassador of Japan
to the Philippines.
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relatively weak.

In the Philippines, however, there is
already sufficient groundswell for social
democratic principles to have solid follow-
ing. Some examples of these is the move-
ment to raise the minimum wage substan-
tially in spite of the strong opposition from
certain business sectors, There are also social
democratic policies that are strongly gaining
support, like strengthening universal health
care, free meals for grade schoel children
and the repeal of the Rice Tariffication Law

to help small farmers.

One of the'biggest abstacles to an eq-
uitable snr_*iel‘fy is to drastically minimize
the scourge of graft and corruption that is
currently asive in our society.

The realization of the Philippines as a
social democratic state where social justice
and the equitable distribution of wealth is
a pragmatic, not a uiﬂpi'u;n, goal.

Email: elfrencruz@gmail.com
*
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Health, wealth

they say, is wealth, but with the exor-
ﬁ?:aﬂ;t cn?trs ,;g health care, the reality is that,
in many cases, wealth is health. .

The Universal Health Care Law, RA 11223, is sup-
posed to make health and medical care within reach
of all Filipinos. But health care, especially tertiary
or speci -od health care, is far too often beyond
the means of ordinary citizens. Cost for a surgery
can easily run up to six figures. With illnesses té-:at
require céntinuing treatment - such as cancer that
may require surgery followed by multi-session chemo
and / or radiation therapy - you're talking of millions.

Even with the newly announced Zero Billing (only
in DOH hospitals) and other benef}t packages uﬁe;id
by PhilHealth and the assistance from various gov-
Ei‘fmnent agencies like the DSWD*ﬂnd PCSO - which
are gathered together in Malasakit Centers set up in
many government hospitals — a serious illness czn
wipe out whatever savings a family may have and,

very often, leave them in debt. _ .
e?‘:’ﬂi_le the poorest of the poor can, with patience and

erance to waitin line after ling, avail
of government and charitable assistance,
the salaried worker, the small business
owner or someone with ameans of liveli-
hood — most likely a taxpayer— who may
not qualify for such total assistance could
be faced with a hefty medical bill. Private
health insurance can help, if one is lucky
to have such coverage (usually company
sponsored), but unless your policy is top
of the ling, the exclusions and deductibles
significantly limit what will be covered.
A recent medical emergency brought
me face to face with the realities of health
care in this country. Precisely because it
was an emergency I could not wait for pre-
approval of my HMO for the many tests
tlfat had to be done as well as the surgical
procedure itself, so I ended up having to
pay the full hospital bill and filing for re-
imbursement afterwards. With the invalu-
able help of my agent the paperwork got
filed, and forthwith — as in the next day
~ I got an acknowledgment text that said
my claim was being processed. I don’t
know how much will be approved for
reimbursement; still recovering 1 didn’t
have the strength or the mental capacity

kT

to fill up the six-page form. I turned over
my medical records and just left it up to
my agent to maneuver the reimburse-
ment process, an imponderable maze of
whereas-es and subject to’s outlined in
very fine print in the multi-page policy.

In all this | know I am one of the very
fortunate ones, receiving top-notch medi-
cal care at the Chinese General Hospital
(more on that another ime) for what I am
told is a fraction of what it could have cost
at other hospitals. One take-away from
this experience is a reaffirmation of the
high quality of medical care available in
the country - the incredible skill of the
doctors, the most advanced diagnostic
and other equipment (I had my laparo-
scopic surgery in the operating theater
with the dual console surgery robot
watching) and, crucial to faster recov-
ery, the competence and compassion of
the support staff of nurses and nursing
aides, technicians and even orderlies. No
hospital stay is ever a holiday, but it can
be made as painless and non-traumatic
as possible by the human touch, and that
is priceless.

*
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Sara Duterte shdu.ld
resign forthwith

ara Z. Duterte should resign
Sas vice president. Forthwith.
Immediately. Now.

That is the only solution [ see
from the political and constitu-
tional quagmire that has engulfed
the two major branches of our
government — the legislature, or
the House of Representatives
(HOR) and the Senate, and the
judiciary, specifically, the Supreme Court of the Philip-
FII\E.';S.

Civil society has been galvanized into action. It sees
the Supreme Court and the Senate enabling Sara Duterte
to get away — literally — with murder and plunder of the
most putrageous kind. Aside from saving Sara’s skin,
the Supreme Court has also made nearly impossible all
future impeachment initiatives by imposing so-called
seven requirements of due process.

Former Supreme Court Chief Justice Reynato Puno
argues that under the Constitution, impeachment is
stii generis. One of a kind. It is political and at the same
time a criminal proceeding. Political is the House of
Representatives having the exclusive power to initiate all
cases of impeachment. Criminal is the trial by the Senate.

A vote of one-third of the entire House membership,
without need for hearing and trial, is enough to impeach
an official. Impeachable officials are the president, the
vice president, the Supreme Court justices, the ombuds-
man and the members of the constitubional commissions
like the Comelec, Commission on Audit and the Civil
Service Commission. The guilty is removed from office
by two-thirds vote or 16 of 24 senators of the Senate
acting as the Impeachment Court. The crimes include:
culpable violation of the Constitution, treason, bribery,
graft and corruption, other high crimes or betrayal of
public trust.

The Supreme Court’s credibility has sunk into a
quicksand of public outrage. The public is mad at the
highest court of the land. It seems the 5C issued an unjust
decision. It declared the impeachment case against Sara
unconstitutional and vaid ab initio — without calling a
public hearing, without calling for oral arguments, with-
out consulting constitutional experts, without checking
its facts and without checking its math. Like counting
the voided impeachment case as Number Four, when
there were no No. 1, no No. 2 and no No. 3 impeachment
cases, per the House claim.

Our 15-year-olds cannot read, cannot write, cannot
count, per international test results, but for our jurists,
senators and congressmen to succumb to the same malady,
1sn't that the height of political and judicial stupidity?

The 5C issued its decision on July 25, 2025, while
many parts of the country were buffeted by a trifecta
of super storms that flooded the capital and nearby

provinces and exposed the systematic stealing by our
congressmen and senators of up to P1 trillion of flood
confrol money. ' e

The 5C's 97-page decision was penned by Associate
Justice Marvic Leonen and concurred with by 12 other
justices, by coincidence, nearly all of them appointees of,
former president Rodrigo Roa Duterte, Sara’s dad.

Legislators stole P1 trillion (that is 1,000 billions) of
flood control money. Sara, among her so-called erimes,
stole P612.5 million, according to the Articles of Im-
peachment (AI). Seemingly peanuts, the money was
intelligence and confidential funds.

Sara had enough intelligence to waylay the funds. Per
the Al to make the wastage confidential, Duterte and her
staff showed receipts sporting names of restaurants and
snacks as recipients (like Mary Grace Piattos, Tempura,
Mango) and surnames of celebrities, including senators
(Beth Revilla, Janice Marie Revilla, Diane Maple Lapid,
John A. Lapid Jr., Clarisse Hontiveros, Kristine Apple-
gate Estrada). Of 1,992 recipients, 1,322 were not born
yet, without birth records, nor death records, but they
still pocketed at least P254,98 million.

Aside from waylaying P612.5 million of our tax money,

Sara is accused of six other crimes: plotting to kill President

Marcos Jr., the First Lady and the Speaker; graft and corrup-
tion (she has hidden wealth of P2 billion); murder; political
destabilization, sedition and insurrection; and conduct
constituting betrayal of public trust, culpable violations
of the Constitution and graft and corruption.

The impeachment was signed by 215 congressmen.
On Feb. 5, 2025, the House submitted its Al to the Senate
which, under the Constitution, must proceed forthwith
and conduct a trial.

The Senate did not proceed forthwith because Sen-
ate President Chiz Escudero understood “forthwith” to
mean “after six months pa.” Because in Chiz's reason-
ing, if the idea was to conduct trial immediately, the
Constitution should have used the easier to understand
“immediately.” In the interregnum or while Escudero
was hemming and hawing, Sara and her lawyers filed
two cases before the Supreme Court.

At this wnting, the Senate still had to decide whether
to proceed with Sara’s trial and defy the SC order, which
is immediately executory, or respect the high court, come
hell or high water. After all, the Supreme Court is always
right, even when it is wrong,.

In ponente Justice Leonen’s view, a public office — be-
ing the president, vice president, Supreme Court justice
or a constitutional commussion officer - is private prop-
erty; therefore, one cannot be removed, by impeachment,
from the position, without due process. He imposed
these requirements of due process, requirements not
enumerated in the Constitution:

* The articles on impeachment (Al) must be accom-
panied by evidence which must be sufficiently clear and
convincing, must not be ex parfe or one-sided.

* Both the Al the evidence, the comment of the re-
spondent must be furnished to all members of the House.

* The Al and the evidenc¢e must be furnished to the
official being impeached. Defendant must be given
sufficient time to study the complaint and the pieces of
evidence and given an opportunity to respond “within
a reasonable period” to each piece of evidence.

* Each congressman must be given “a reasonable pe-
riod of time” to reach an independent decision, whether
or not to endorse an impeachment complaint,

* The charges must refer to only acts or omissions
while the defendant is in office.
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