Threads that bind:
On Japan and the
Philippines’ enduring
friendship

Japanese Ambassador to the
Philippines Kazuya ENDO

oday, Japan

commemorates the

66th birthday of His

Imperial Majesty
Naruhito. On this auspicious
occasion, I am pleased to share
in this celebration with our
Filipino friends and the Japanese
community in the Philippines.

Thisyear alsomarks amomentous
milestone: the 70th Anniversary
of Philippines-Japan Friendship,

celebrated under the theme
“Weaving the Future Together:
Peace, Prosperity, Possibilities.” The
symbolic anniversary logo, designed
by Mr. Edmon Fuerte, a young artist
from Baguio, beautifully combines
Japan’s shimenawa rope with the
Filipino abaca fiber. It reflects how
our two nations have steadily
woven beautiful threads of trust,
partnership, and shared hope over
seven decades.
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LOOKING BACK

TO SEVEN DECADES

OF TRUST

Since Japan made its
solemn pledge to peace and
embarked on its postwar path
as a peaceful nation, many
predecessors on both sides
made numerous contributions
for these long-term efforts.
A hopeful thread in our
shared history can be found
in President Elpidio Quirino’s
pardon of Japanese prisoners
in 1953. In 1956, the Japan—
Philippines Reparations
Agreement was signed —
marking a foundational
moment in our bilateral
relationship.

The Imperial Family’s visits
have helped in deepening our
bonds. The then His Imperial
Highness Crown Prince Akihito
and Princess Michiko paid their
maiden visit to the Philippines
in 1962, even meeting General
Emilio Aguinaldo. 54 years
later, in 2016, His Majesty the
Emperor Akihito and Her
Majesty the Empress Michiko
returned to the Philippines for
their historic visit for the 60th
Anniversary of our friendship
— reaffirming the strong
foundation of our heightened
ties.

In the last seven decades,
there have been countless
exchanges at various levels,
each of which helped
lead to our shared mutual
understanding. Fast forward
to the present, Prime Minister
Takaichi Sanae’s first face-to-
face meeting with a foreign
leader after her inauguration
was with President Ferdinand
R. Marcos Jr. in October 2025.
In January 2026, Foreign
Minister Motegi Toshimitsu
visited the Philippines as part
of his first bilateral overseas
tour. These developments
underscore the high priority
that Japan places on the
Philippines as a close neighbor
and trusted strategic partner
who shares fundamental
values and principles.

FORTIFYING TIES
AS PARTNERS IN
PROGRESS

Our economic partnership
is another important
thread in this tapestry of
friendship. Since the 1960s,
Japan has supported the
Philippines through Official
Development Assistance
(ODA), contributing to
progress in vital areas such
as disaster risk reduction and
infrastructure development.
This commitment continues
today through landmark
projects including the Metro
Manila Subway Project
(MMSP), the North-South
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Commuter Railway (NSCR),
the Davao City Bypass, and the
Pasig-Marikina River Channel
Improvement Project.

On the Bangsamoro
Autonomous Region
in Muslim Mindanao’s
(BARMM) path toward
peace, development, and
self-reliance, Japan has stood
steadily alongside the region.
Japan remains committed
to advancing peace through
dialogue and translating
peace into tangible dividends
through development.

Japan-Philippines business
collaborations continue to
flourish. In 2025, Japan was the
second largest trading partner
and the largest investor for
the Philippines. Around
1,600 Japanese companies are
operating their businesses in
the country.

ADVANCING PEACE AND
SECURITY THROUGH
COOPERATION

Our security cooperation
has likewise evolved in ways
that contribute to peace and
stability, in line with the vision
of a Free and Open Indo-
Pacific (FOIP). The Japan-
Philippines Reciprocal Access
Agreement (RAA), which
entered into force in 2025, has
facilitated joint humanitarian
assistance and disaster relief
exercises, demonstrating
how interoperability can
translate into tangible support
for disaster response and
resilience-building.

The Official Security
Assistance (OSA) program

Foreign Minister MOTEGI Toshimitsu offers flowers at Rizal
Park during his visit in January 2026
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Participants from Japanese companies who joined the BCDA &
JBIC Project Pitching Event. © JsiC

is another important pillar
of our cooperation, aimed
at enhancing resilience by
strengthening the Philippines’
defense capabilities through
the provision of essential
equipment and capacity-
building. Notably, the
Philippines is Japan’s only
partner to have received OSA
for 3 consecutive years. Just
this February 11, I attended
a handover ceremony for 5
coastal surveillance radar
systems, as part of the first
OSA project, with Department
of National Defense Secretary
Gilberto Teodoro Jr.

Japan and the Philippines
work closely in multilateral
fora to promote peace and
prosperity in the region and
beyond. We take pride in our
long-standing partnership
in advancing nuclear
disarmament and non-
proliferation, guided by our
shared aspiration for “a world
free of nuclear weapons.” We
are also working hand in hand
to address global challenges
such as climate change
through initiativeslike the Asia
Zero Emission Community
(AZEC), and to advance
development cooperation
through frameworks such as
the Conference on cooperation
among East Asian countries
for Palestinian Development
(CEAPAD). As the Philippines
assumes its important and
responsible role as ASEAN
Chair this year, Japan will
spare no effort in extending
its cooperation.

BINDING OUR TIES
THROUGH CULTURAL
EXCHANGE

Beyond policies and
programs, the most enduring
strands of our friendship are
woven by people — through
educational exchanges,
cultural interaction, academic
cooperation, and everyday
friendships. In 2025, 73 Filipino
scholars were supported
under the MEXT Scholarship
Program, and Japan welcomed
its first participant from the
Philippines in the Young
Leaders Program in the field
of Healthcare Administration.
That same year, 67 young
Filipinos embarked on
enriching experiences under
the Japan Exchange and
Teaching (JET) Programme.

The Osaka Expo 2025 also
offered meaningful platforms
for people-to-people
exchange. Building on this
proud legacy, the Philippine
Pavilion at the 2025 Expo
was awarded the prestigious
Silver Award for outstanding
design. We once again extend
our heartfelt appreciation to
the creative Filipino minds
behind the pavilion for their
contribution to the success of
this global event.

Travel, too, has served as
a reliable bridge between
our cultures. I am delighted
to note that Japan welcomed
more than 880,000 Filipino
visitors in 2025 alone — an
encouraging testament to the
growing closeness between

our peoples.
WEAVING THE FUTURE
TOGETHER

All these illustrate how the
Japan-Philippines relationship
has been shaped over time by
many threads of cooperation
and friendship. The work of
weaving, however, does not
end here. As we look ahead this
2026, I hope we can reflect on
our future together and identify
“new threads” to our growing
partnership.

One such thread, in my view,
lies in economic cooperation.
For decades, Japan has been the
leading development partner
of the Philippines across a
wide range of fields. As our
economic ties continue to
deepen, we hope to expand our
cooperation into new frontiers,
including digital and green
transformation, space, and
broader economic security.

From postwar reconciliation
toa comprehensive partnership
for peace and prosperity, the
Philippines—Japan relationship
is a tapestry woven from
diplomacy, development,
security, and, above all, human
connection. As we embark
on a year of commemorative
events for our 70th anniversary,
we warmly invite our Filipino
friends and partners tojoin usin
the celebrations, as we continue
weaving our future together —
toward peace, prosperity, and
possibilities for generations to

come.

The Japan Pavilion, together with Japanese suppliers, at the Travel
Tour Expo 2026 held at SMX © JNTO
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MESSAGE FROM ENDO KAZUYA, JAPANESE AMBASSADOR TO THE PHILIPPINES

Threads that bind: On Japan and
the Philippines enduring friendship

oday, Japan commemorates

the 66th birthday of His Im-

perial Majesty Naruhito. On

this auspicious occasion,
I am pleased to share in this
celebration with our Filipino
friends and the Japanese com-
munity in the Philippines.

This year also marks a mo-
mentous milestone: the 7oth
Anniversary of Philippines-Ja-
pan Friendship, celebrated
under the theme “Weaving

the Future Together: Peace,
Prosperity, Possibilities.” The
symbolic anniversary logo, de-
signed by Mr. Edmon Fuerte, a
young artist from Baguio, beau-
tifully combines Japan’s shi-
menawa rope with the Filipino
abaca fiber. It reflects how our
two nations have steadily wo-
ven beautiful threads of trust,
partnership, and shared hope
over seven decades.

The 70th Philippines-Japan Friendship Logo designed by Mr. Edmon Fuerte, inspired by Japan’s
shimenawa rope and the Philippines’ abaca fiber.

Looking back to seven

decades of trust

Since Japan made its solemn
pledge to peace and embarked on
its postwar path as a peaceful na-
tion, many predecessors on both
sides made numerous contribu-
tions for these long-term efforts.
A hopeful thread in our shared
history can be found in President
Elpidio Quirino’s pardon of Jap-
anese prisoners in 1953. In 1956,
the Japan-Philippines Repara-
tions Agreement was signed —
marking a foundational moment
in our bilateral relationship.

The Imperial Family’s vis-
its have helped in deepening
our bonds. The then His Im-
perial Highness Crown Prince
Akihito and Princess Michiko
paid their maiden visit to the
Philippines in 1962, even meet-
ing General Emilio Aguinaldo.
Fifty-four years later, in 2016,
His Majesty the Emperor Aki-
hito and Her Majesty the Em-
press Michiko returned
to the Philippines for BZ-Z
their historic visit for

His Majesty the Emperor
© IMPERIAL HOUSEHOLD AGENCY OF JAPAN
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m the 6oth Anniver-
sary of our friend-

ship — reaffirm-
ing the strong foundation of
our heightened ties.

In the last seven decades,
there have been countless ex-
changes at various levels, each of
which helped lead to our shared
mutual understanding. Fast for-
ward to the present, Prime Min-
ister Takaichi Sanae’s first face-
to-face meeting with a foreign
leader after her inauguration
was with President Ferdinand
R. Marcos Jr. in October 2025. In
January 2026, Foreign Minister
Motegi Toshimitsu visited the
Philippines as part of his first bi-
lateral overseas tour. These de-
velopments underscore the high
priority that Japan places on the
Philippines as a close neighbor
and trusted strategic partner
who shares fundamental values
and principles.

Fortifying ties as partners
in progress

Our economic partnership
is another important thread
in this tapestry of friendship.
Since the 1960s, Japan has sup-
ported the Philippines through
Official Development —Assis-
tance (ODA), contributing to
progress in vital areas such as
disaster risk reduction and in-
frastructure development. This
commitment continues today
through landmark projects in-
cluding the Metro Manila Sub-
way Project (MMSP), the North-
South  Commuter Railway
(NSCR), the Davao City Bypass,
and the Pasig-Marikina River
Channel Improvement Project.

On the Bangsamoro Au-
tonomous Region in Muslim
Mindanao’s (BARMM) path to-
ward peace, development, and
self-reliance, Japan has stood
steadily alongside the region.
Japan remains committed to ad-
vancing peace through dialogue
and translating peace into tangi-
ble dividends through develop-
ment.

Japan-Philippines business
collaborations ~ continue  to
flourish. In 2025, Japan was the
second largest trading partner
and the largest investor for the
Philippines. Around 1,600 Jap-
anese companies are operating
their businesses in the country.

Unveiling of the Memorial Monument for late President Elpidio
Japanese prisoners of war (POWSs) in the Philippines in 1953.

©MANILA BULLETIN

Advancing peace and security
through cooperation

Our security cooperation
has likewise evolved in ways
that contribute to peace and
stability, in line with the vision
of a Free and Open Indo-Pacific
(FOIP). The Japan-Philippines
Reciprocal Access Agreement
(RAA), which entered into force
in 2025, has facilitated joint hu-
manitarian assistance and di-
saster relief exercises, demon-
strating how interoperability
can translate into tangible sup-
port for disaster response and
resilience-building.

Philippine Ambassador Felino Neriand
Japanese State Minister TAKASAKI
Tatsunosuke at the signing of Japan-Philippines
Reparations Agreement, 9 May 1956.

Qui

y

The then His Imperial Highness Crown Prince
Akihito and Princess Michiko with General
Emilio Aguinaldo at the balcony of the
National Independence Shrine in Cavite.

©NATIONAL INDEPENDENCE SHRINE

The Official Security Assis-
tance (OSA) program is another
important pillar of our cooper-
ation, aimed at enhancing re-
silience by strengthening the
Philippines’ defense capabil-
ities through the provision of
essential equipment and capac-
ity-building. Notably, the Phil-
ippines is Japan's only partner
to have received OSA for 3 con-
secutive years. Just this Febru-
ary 11, I attended a handover
ceremony for g coastal surveil-
lance radar systems, as part of
the first OSA project, with De-
partment of National Defense

Foreign Minister MOTEGI Toshimitsu offers
flowers at Rizal Park during his visit in January

2026.
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Visit of President

retary Vince Dizon. cJica

Ferdinand Maréos,] r.inthe
Metro Manila Subway Project with DOTR Sec-
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Ongoing construction of the Metro Manila Subway Project (MMSP) at

Secretary Gilberto Teodoro Jr.
Japan and the Philippines
work closely in multilateral fora
to promote peace and prosperi-
ty in the region and beyond. We
take pride in our long-standing
partnership in advancing nucle-
ar disarmament and non-pro-
liferation, guided by our shared
aspiration for “a world free of
nuclear weapons.” We are also
working hand in hand to ad-
dress global challenges such as
climate change through initia-
tives like the Asia Zero Emis-
sion Community (AZEC), and
to advance development coop-

Prime Minister TAKAICHI Sanae with President Ferdinand

Marcos Jr. during the Japan-Philippines Summit Meeting in

Mal =
ysia. ©
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Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA) provides
emergency observation and satellite images taken by JAXA’s
ALOS-2 (Advanced Land Observing Satellite-2) following the

Cebu earthquake. ©saxa
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Empowering BARMM fisherfolk through the project

“Development of a Sustainable Fishery Value Chainin the
BARMM” with the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO).

eration through frameworks
such as the Conference on co-
operation among East Asian
countries for Palestinian Devel-
opment (CEAPAD). As the Phil-
ippines assumes its important
and responsible role as ASEAN
Chair this year, Japan will spare
no effort in extending its coop-
eration.

Binding our ties through
cultural exchange
Beyond policies and pro-
grams, the most enduring
strands of our friendship are
woven by people — through

o4,
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Camp Aguinaldo, Quezon City.

Groundbreaking ceremony for Contract
Package 105 of the MMSP.

educational exchanges, cultural
interaction, academic coopera-
tion, and everyday friendships.
In 2025, 73 Filipino scholars
were supported under the
MEXT Scholarship Program,
and Japan welcomed its first
participant from the Philippines
in the Young Leaders Program
in the field of Healthcare Ad-
ministration. That same year,
67 young Filipinos embarked
on enriching experiences under
the Japan Exchange and Teach-
ing (JET) Programme.
The Osaka Expo 2025 m
also offered meaningful
——

Twin Tunnels of Davao Bypass Road - the tun-
nel breakthrough is now the longest mountain
tunnel in the Philippines at 2.3 kilometers.




B2-4

“ W\, JAPANNATIONALDAY 540

MONDAY /FEBRUARY 23, 2026
WWW.INQUIRER.NET

Threads that bind: On Japan and
the Philippines enduring friendship

platforms for
an“sz 2 people-to-people
exchange. Build-
ing on this proud legacy, the
Philippine Pavilion at the 2025
Expo was awarded the pres-
tigious Silver Award for out-
standing design. We once again
extend our heartfelt appreci-
ation to the creative Filipino
minds behind the pavilion for
their contribution to the suc-
cess of this global event.
Travel, too, has served as
a reliable bridge between our
cultures. [ am delighted to note
that Japan welcomed more than
880,000 Filipino visitors in 2025
alone — an encouraging testa-
ment to the growing closeness
between our peoples.

‘Weaving the future together

All these illustrate how the
Japan-Philippines relationship
has been shaped over time by
many threads of cooperation
and friendship. The work of
weaving, however, does not end
here. Aswelookahead this 2026,
Thope we can reflect on our fu-
ture together and identify “new
threads” to our growing part-
nership.

One such thread, in my
view, lies in economic cooper-
ation. For decades, Japan has
been the leading development
partner of the Philippines
across a wide range of fields.
As our economic ties contin-
ue to deepen, we hope to ex-
pand our cooperation into new
frontiers, including digital and
green transformation, space,
and broader economic security.

From postwar reconcilia-
tion to a comprehensive part-

L ‘./.‘L,,

Maternal and Child Health and Nutm:lon Improvement in

Bangsamoro Region. @sica

Sugarcane deep planting cultivation technology in Negros
Occidental spearheaded by the Japan International Research

Center for Agricultural Sciences (JIRCAS) and Sugar Regulatory
Administration (SRA).

The General Santos Fish Port Complex developed by Japan s
Official Development Assistance (ODA).

nership for peace and pros-
perity, the Philippines-Japan
relationship is a tapestry wo-
ven from diplomacy, devel-
opment, security, and, above

niversary, we warmly invite our
Filipino friends and partners to
join us in the celebrations, as
we continue weaving our fu-
ture together — toward peace,

Ambassador Endo serves meals to beneficiaries of “The Project for the Promotion of ‘Farm-to-
School’ Meals Programme Using Locally Harvested Products in BARMM?” implemented by the

World Food Programme (WFP).

| —d
Tokyo Metropolitan Government Lecture on
the use of weather info for DRR Training for

PAGASA Officials. esica

Minister for Economic Affairs YOKOTA

Unveiling of ODA Marker under the Antenna
Tower at the Mindanao PAGASA Regional
Services Division. eJica

Turnover of equlpmem: to the Tahanang

all, human connection. As we
embark on a year of commem-
orative events for our 7oth an-

prosperity, and possibilities for
generations to come.

Naobumi at the launch of DigiVacc, under “The
Project for Supporting Digital Health System
for Infectious Diseases Control.”

Walang Hagdanan, Inc. (TWH for the
livelihood support program of persons with
disabilities (PWD).

Since their entry into the
Philippine market in February
2025, Japanese strawberries
have attracted attention for
their vibrant appearance and
high quality. @ seTre

Japanese strawberries, approved for export
to the Philippines in December 2024 and first
imported in February 2025. © seTro

At the “Jewels of Japan” event showcasing
Japanese strawberries newly exported to the
Philippines. ¢ JeTro

Mr. Hiroshi Sagawa, Chief Representative of JBIC Manila Office
at BCDA & JBIC PROJECT PITCHING EVENT. euBic

Japan and the Philippines facilitate humamtarlan support and disaster relief exercises at the
DOSHIN BAYANIHAN 5-25 following the RAA implementation.  PHILIPPINE AIR FORCE

Foreign Minister MOTEGI Toshimitsu and Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) Secretary Maria
Theresa Lazaro sign and exchange notes for the JPY 900 million “Official Security Assistance

(OSA)” FY2025 project.

Participants from Japanese companies who joined the BCDA &
JBIC PROJECT PITCHING EVENT. cuBic

Group photo of presenters at BCDA & JBIC PROJECT PITCHING
EVENT & management team of JBIC and BCDA. «uBic

A |

Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force (JMSDF) and the Philippine Navy (PN) conduct the 3rd
Bilateral Maritime Cooperative Activity (MCA).

Japan’s leeral Democratlc Party (LDP)
delegation headed by Chairperson of the Policy
Research Council KOBAYASH| Takayuki visits
Japan-made BRP Teresa Magbanua of the
Philippine Coast Guard (PCG).

Japan Exchange and Teaching (JET)
Programme Fellowship Reception at the
Ambassador’s Residence.
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Send-off Reception for the 2025 Japanese JDS Batch 23 Send-Off Ceremony withthe JDS  Japan Overseas Cooperation Volunteers JICA JOCV Mr. KINOSHITA Tsuyoshi at
Government (MEXT) Scholars. OC Members. @Jica (JOCV) 60th Anniversary. esica Ramon Magsaysay College. @sica
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JICA JOCV Ms. KANAZ AWA Mikako at Philippine Pavilion at the Expo 2025 featuring 200 handwoven textiles representing the Philippines’ 18 regions.
Rosario Integrated School. csica © PRESIDENTIAL COMMUNICATIONS OFFICE

Young Filipino delegates of the Japan-East

SN P B = Asia Network of Exchange for Students and
The Philippine Pavilion at the Osaka Expo 1970, / ' a 3 Youths (JENESYS) Programme “ASEAN-
designed by architect Leandro Locsin. Bunraku performance during the Special Japan Cultural Night in 2025. Japan Sports (Football) x SDGS Exchange for
© PHILSTAR.COM Youths.” @ Jice

peror T

“JENESYS 2024 Philippine-Japan Cultural Exchange for High
School Students.”

Nihongo Partners at Gen. Ricardo G. Papa Sr. Nihongo Partners at San Pedro Relocation

) - A 3 Memorial High School. Center National High School.
Christmas exhibition of the lkenobo lkebana Society Manila No. 67 (IISM No.67). © JAPAN FOUNDATION MANIL ©JAPAN FOUNDATION MANILA

\

‘( N

Madame ENDO Akiko and Miss International 0 =
2025 Philippine representative Myrna Esguerra b 2] .

perform a traditional Japanese tea ceremony at Harmony of Friendship: A Jazz Prelude to 70 Years of Japan-Philippine Ties, the opening event for the 70th Philippines & Japan Friendship
the Ambassador’s residence. Anniversary.
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Nihongo Partners courtesy visit to Nihongo Partners and counterpart teachers. Nihongo Partners at Benguet National High Nihengo Partners at Marcelo H. Del Pilar Na-
Ambassador Endo. © JAPAN FOUNDATION MANILA © JAPAN FOUNDATION MANILA School. © JAPAN FOUNDATION MANILA tional High School. © JAPAN FOUNDATION MANILA
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The Japan Pavilion, together with Japanese suppliers, at the Travel Tour Expo 2026, held at SMX. esnTo
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Like the famous Japanese
silks that make the kimono
look like visual poetry, Japan
and the Philippines’ storied past
spanning seven decades and counting is
filled with meaning and purpose. Silk,
Tush and vibrant or subtle and innovative,
bears patterns of both tradition and
modernity.

Another textile of note born in Japan

INTERTWINED

is the rustic boro, defined as a patchwork
of mended fabrics, a sustainable practice of
preserving garments over generations that not
only resounds in these times, but also speaks of
their culture’s resourcefulness and innovation.

Just as the textiles of this great country are
borne of meticulous craft nurtured through
generations, Japan shows the Philippines its
heart — one that has touched our people through
decades of growth and of supporting each other.

PHOTOGRAPH COURTESY OF MPERIAL HOUSEHOLD AGENCY OF JAPAN

This is a friendship both countries wear like
a badge of honor, and one that will sustain
both through times of great change,
inspired by the Emperor Naruhito and
the Reiwa era, where “beautiful
harmony” is upheld amid many
global milestones and upheavals.

Emperor Naruhito celebrates
his 66th birthday today, 23
February.
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From postwar
reconciliation to

a comprehensive
partnership for peace
and prosperity, the
Philippines-Japan
relationship is a
tapestry woven
from diplomacy,
development,
security, and,
above all, human

connection.

Message
from His Excellency
ENDO Kazuya
Ambassador Bxtraordinary and

Plenipotentiary of Japan to the
Republic of the Philippines

oday, Japan
cormemorates the 66th
birthday of His lmperial
Majesty Naruhito. On this
auspicious oceasion, 1
am pleased to share in
this celebration with our
Filipino friends and the
Japanese community in the Philippines.
This year also marks a momentous
milestone: the T0th Anniversary of
PhilippinesJapan Fiendship, celebrated
under the theme “Weaving the Furure
Together: Peace, Prosperty, Possibilities.”
The symbelic anniversaty logo, designed
by Mz, Edmon Fuette, a young artist from
Baguio, beautifully combines Japan's
shimenawa tope with the Filipino abaca
fiber. Tt reflects how onr fwo nations have
steadily woven beautiful threads of trust,
partnership and shared hope over seven
decades.

Looking back
decades of trust
Since Japan made its solemn

COURIESY oF

PRIME Minister
TAKAICHI Sanae
wilh President
Ferdinand Marcos
Jr.during the
Japan-Phiippines
SumiitMeeling
in Malaysta.

embarked
on its posiwar path as a
‘peaceful nation, rmany
predecessors an

bath sides
made
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numerous
contributions

for these long-
term efforts. A
hopeful thread in our
shared history oan be found
in President Elpidio Quirino’s
pardon of Japanese prisoners in
1958, In 1056, the Japan-Philippines
Reparations Agreement was signed —
marking a foundational moment in our
bilateral relationship.

The Imperial Family's visits have helped
in deepening our bonds. The then His
Imperial Highness Crown Prince Akihito
and Princess Miehiko paid their maiden
visicto the Philippines in 1862, even mecting
General Emilio Aguinaldo. 54 years later, in
2016, His Majesly the Emperor Akihito and
Her Majesty the Empress Michiko returned
(o the Philippines for their historic visit
for the 60tk Anniversary of our friendship
— reaffirming the strong foandation of our
heightened ties.

Inthe last seven decades, there have been
countless exchanges at various levels, each
of which helped lead to our shared rmutual
understanding. Fast forwart to the presert,
Prime Minister Takaichi Sanae’s first

THE 701h Philippines-
Japan Friendship Logo
designed by M. Edmon

Fuerte, inspired by Japan's

shimenaa rope and the
Phippines'abaca fiber
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FOREIGN Minister MOTEGI
Toshimitsu offrs flowers al
Rizal Perk during his visitin
January 2026,

70" anniversary of
Philippines-Japan Friendship.

Harmony of
friendship A
Jazz Prelude
1070 Years of

70th Philippines-
Japan Friendship
Amiversary.

FOREIGN Minister MOTEGI
Toshimitsuinspecls he
progress of the Pasig-
Marikina River Channel
Inprovement Project in

face-to-face

meeting with a
foreign leader after
her inanguration was
with Presidons Fordinand
R. Marcos Jr. in October

2025. In January 2026, Foreign
Mirister Motegi Toshiritsu visited
the Philippines as part of his firs:
bilateral overseas tonr:

These develapments underscore the
high priority that Japan places on the
Philippiries as & close neighbor and trusted
siralegic partner thal. shares

THAT BIND:

THE PHILIPPINES’
ENDURING FRIENDSHIP

ONGOING construction of the Metro
Manila Subway Project at Camp
Aguinaldo, Quezon Cit.

Japan remains
committed to
advancing peace
through dialogue
and translating peace
into tangible dividends
through development.
Japan-Philippines business
collaborations continue to
flourish. In 2025, Japan was the
socond largess trading partner and
the largest imvestor for the Philippines.
Around 1600 Japanese companies are
aperating their businesses in the country.

Advancing peace and socurity
throngh cooperation

Our seaurity cooperation has likewise
exolved in ways that contribute to peace
and stabilty, in line with the vision of a
Free and Open Indo Pacific (FOIP). The
Japan-Philippines Reciprocal Access
Agreement (RAA), which entered into
force in 2025, has facilitated joint
humanitarian assistance and disaster
relief exercises, demonsirating how
interoperability can translate into
tangible support for disaster respanse
and resilience building.

The Ofticial Security Assistance (084)
program is another important pillar of
aur eoaperation, aimed at enhancing

ce by strer ning the

values and principles.

Fortifying ties as partners
in progress

Our economic partnership is another
important thread in this tapestry of
friendship. Since the 1960s, Japan has
suppotted the Philippines through Official
Development Assistance (ODA), contributing
to progress in vital areas such as disaster risk
reduction and infrascmucure development.
This commitment, continnes today through
landmark projects including the Metro
Manila Subway Project (MMSP) the North

ypass and the mg —
River Channel Improvement P

On the Bangsamoro Autonomons Regnn in
Mauslim Mindanao's (BARMM) path toward
peace, development and self reliance, Japan
has stood steadily alongside the region.

ppines’
the provision of essential equipment and
capacity building, Notably, the Philippines
is Japan's only partrier to have received
0S4 for three conseentive years. Just
this 11 February, I attended a handover
ceremany for five coastal surveillance
radar systems, as part of the first 0SA
project, with Deparitent of National
Defense Secretary Gilberto Teodoro Jr.

Japan and the Philippines work clasely
in mulilateral fora to promate peace
and prosperity in the region and beyond.
We take pride in our long standing
partnership in advancing nuelear
disarmament and non-proliferation,
guided by our shared aspiration for ‘a
world free of nuclear weapons”

We are also working hand in hand
to address global challenges such as
Turn to puge A8
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climate change through initiatives like the
Asia Zero Emission Community (AZEC),
and to advance development cooperation
through frameworks such as the Conference
on cooperation among Bast Asian countries
for Palestinian Development (CEAPAD).

As the Philippines assumes its important
and responsible role as ASEAN Chair this
year, Japan will spare no effort in extending
its cooperation.

Binding our ties through
cultural exchange

Beyond policies and programs, the most
enduring strands of our friendship are woven
by people —through educational exchanges,
cultural interaction, academic cooperation
and everyday friendships.

In 2025, 73 Filipino scholars were
supported under the MEXT Scholarship
Program, and Japan welcomed its first
participant from the Philippines in the
Young Leaders Program in the field of
Healthcare Administration. That same year,
67 young Filipinos embarked on enriching
experiences under the Japan Exchange and
Teaching (JET) Programme.

The Osaka Expo 2025 also offered
meaningful platforms for peopletopeople
exchange. Building on this proud legacy,
the Philippine Pavilion at the 2025 Expo
was awarded the prestigious Silver Award
for outstanding design. We once again
extend our heartfelt appreciation to the
creative Filipino minds behind the
pavilion for their contribution to
the success of this global event.

Travel, too, has served as
a reliable bridge between
our cultures. I am
delighted to note  /
that Japan welcomed
more than 880,000
Filipino visitors in 2025
alone — an encouraging
testament to the growing
closeness between our peoples.

&3
e

Weaving the future together

All these illustrate how the Japan-
Philippines relationship has been shaped
over time by many threads of cooperation
and friendship. The work of weaving,
however, does not end here. As we look
ahead this 2026, T hope we can reflect on our
future together and identify “new threads”
to our growing partnership.

One such thread, in my view, lies in economic
cooperation. For decades, Japan has been the
leading development partner of the Philippines
across a wide range of fields. As our economic
ties continue to deepen, we hope to expand our
cooperation into new frontiers, including digital
and green transformation, space and broader
€econommic security.

From postwar reconciliation to a
comprehensive partnership for peace
and prosperity, the Philippines-Japan
relationship is a tapestry woven from
diplomacy, development, security and, above
all, human connection.

As we embark on a year of commemorative
events for our 7th anniversary, we warmly
invite our Filipino friends and partners to
join us in the celebrations, as we continue
weaving our future together —toward peace,
prosperity and possibilities for generations
to come.

PHOTOGRAPH COURTESY OF PRESIDENTIAL
COMMUNICATIONS OFF ICE

PHILIPPINE Pavilion at the

Expo 2025 featuring 200
handwoven textiles
representing the
Philippines’ 18
regions.

Historical Park,
Yamaguchi,
Japan.

Japan National
Tourism Organization

RAPHS, COURTE:
SY OF,
IRISM ORGAN’ZA#&N

NATIONAL

Photo courtesy of the Imperial Household Agency of Japan
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THREADS THAT BIND:

enduring friendship

BY KAZUYA ENDO,
JAPANESE
AMBASSADOR
TO THE PHILIPPINES

(ODAY, Japancommem-

I orates the 56th birthday

of His Imperial Majesty
Nanhito, On this auspicious
accasion, 1 am pleased to share
this celebration with our Fili-
pino friends and the Japanese
commurity in the Philippines.

This year also marks a mo-
mentous milestone: the 70th
Anniversary of Philippines-
Japan Friendship, celebrated
under the theme “Weaving
the Future Together Peace,
Prosperity, Possibilities.”

The symbolic anniversary
logo, designed by Edmon
Puerte, a young artist from
Baguio, beautifully combines
Japans shimenawa rope with
the Filipino abaca fiber It
reflects how our two nations
have steadily woven beautiful
threads of tust, partnership
and shared hope over seven
decades.

Looking back

to seven decades

of trust

Since Japan made its solemn
pledge topeace and embarked
onitspostwarpath as a peace-
ful nation, marny predecessors
conbothsides made rumerous
contributions for these long-
term efforts.

A hopeful thread in our
shared history can be found
in late president Elpidio Quir-
n0o's pardon of Japanese pris-
anets in 1953, In 1956, the
Japan-Philippines Reparations
Agreement was signed, mark
ing afoundational momentin
our bilateral relatiorship.

The Imperial Family's visits
have helped in deepening cur
bonds. The then-His Impe-
ral Highneas Crown Prince
Akihito and Princess Michiko
paid their maiden visit to the
Philippines in 1962, even
meeting Gen Emilio Agui-
naldo. Fifty-four years later, in
2016, His Majesty the Emperer
Akihito and Her Majesty the
Empress Michiko retumed to
the Philippines for theirhistor
icvisit for the sothannivermary
aof our friendship, reaffrming
the strong foundation of cur

heightered ties.

In the last seven decades,
there have been countless ex-
chanpes atvarous levels, each
of which helped lead to our
shared mutualunderstanding,
Fast forward to the present,
Prime Minister Takaichi Sa-
e s first face-to-face meeting
with a foreign leader after her
inaugaration was with Presi-
dent Ferdinand Marcos |t in
October 2025

In January 2026, Foreign
Minister Motegi Toshimitsu
visited the Philippines a part
of his first bilateral overseas
tour. These developments
underscore the high priority
that]apan places onthe Philip-
pines as a clese neighbor and
tusted stratepic partner who
shares fundamental values and
prirciples.

Fortifying ties as
partners in progress
Our economic partneship
is another important thread
in this tapesty of fiendship.
Since the 1950s, Japan has
supported the Philippines
through Official Develop-
ment Assistance or ODA,
contributing to progress in
vital areas such as disaster risk
reduction and infrastructure
development.

This commitment contin-
wes today through landmark
projecis including the Metro
Manila Subway Project or
MMSE the North-South Gom-
muter Railway or NSCR, the
Davao City Bypass and the
Pasig-Marikina River Charmel
Improvement Project.

On the Bangsamoro Au-
tonomous Region in tuslim
Mindanao’s path toward
peace, developmentandself-
reliance, Japan has stood
steadily alongside the region.
Japan remains committed
to advancing peace through
dialogue and translating
peace into tangible dividends
through development

Japan-Philippines business
collaborations continue to
flourish. In 2025, Japan was
the second largest trading
partner and the largestinvestor
for the Philippines. Around
1,600 Japanese comparies are
operating their businesses in
the country.

Japanese Ambassador to
the Philippines Kazuya
Endo PHOTO FROM THE

EMBASSY OF JAPAN IN THE
PHILIPPINES

Advandng

peace and

sequrity through
cooperation

Our security cooperation has
likewise evolved in ways that
contribute to peace and stabil-
ity, in line with the vision of a
Free and Open Inde-Pacific,
or FOIP

The JapanPhilippines Re-
ciprocal Access Agreement or
RAA, which entered into force
in 2025, has facilitated joint
humanitarian assistance and
disaster relief exercises, dem-
onstrating how interoperabil
ity can trarslate into tangible
support for disaster resporse
and resilience-building.

The Official Security As-
sistance [OSA) program is
anotherimportant pillarof cur
cooperation, aimedat enhanc-
ing resilience by strengthening
the Philippines’ deferse capa-
bilitles through the provision
of essential equipment and
capacity-building,

Notably, the Philippines is
Japan's only partner to have
received OBA for three con-
secutive years, ust this Febna
ary 11, I attended a handover
ceremony for five coastal sur-
veillance radar systems, as
part of the first OSA project,
with Department of National
Defense Secretary Gilberto
Teodoro Jr

Japan and the Philippines
work clogely in multlateral
fora to promote peace and
prosperity in the region and
beyond We take pride in our
long-standing parmership in
advancing nuclear disarma-
ment and nonproliferation,
guided by our shared aspira-
ton for "aworld free of madlear
weapons,”

We are also working hand
inhand to addressglcbal chal-

Jimny gets smarter and safer: Iconic 4x4
now equipped with Suzuki Safety Support

ATWENTURE has just reached aurhole
e level. SuzukiPhilippines proudy
announces that the 2026 Jimny
3-Door now comes equipped with
Suzuki Safety Support, bringing
advanced driver-assist technology
taone ofthe most iconic and capable
Axdvehidesinits class.

Long calebrated for its
unmistakable boxy design, compac
agility and genuine off-road
toughness, the limny 3-Door now
adds intelligent safety taits list of
strengths, Thislatest upgrade makes
the beloved4xd not just trail-ready
butevenmorareassuringforeveryday
drives and long highway joumneys.

At the heart of this update is
Suzuki Safety Support, a suite of
preventive safety technologies,
designed to help avoid collisions
and reduce driver fati gue,

The systemincludes Dual Sensor
Brake Support Il (DSBS 11}, which uses
acamera and [asersensortodetect
wehicles orpedestriansahead When
a potential collision is detected,
the system issues audio and visual
warnings and can automatically
apply the brakes if nacessary,

However, it s important to
note that DSBS [1s limited to the
ability of the monocular camera
and millimet er-wave radar sensor
todeted obstades and lanes, Please
donot refy onthis system alone, and
always practice safe driving habits.

Byailableinall new limny 3-Door
wariants, Adaptive Cruise Control uses
radarand a camera to maintain a

preset speed while intelligently
adjusting acceleration and braking,
based on traffi c conditions ahead.

Further enhanding confidence
behindthe wheel,Lane Departure
Prevention provides subtle steering
assistancewhenthe vehicle beging
drifting outside its lane while
Lane Departure Warning alerts
the driver through audiovisual
cues and steering feedback,

The Wearing Alert function
monitors driving patterns and
issues a buzzer-like sound and
dashboardwarningif unusual drifting
is datected,

feanwhile, High Beam Assist
improves nighttime visibility by
automatically switching between
high and low bearns, depending
onsurroundingtrafficand lighting
conditions, activatingat speeds of 30
kiloneters per hour and above when
the headlamp switchis sef toauto,

Beyond safety, the limny 3-Door
also receives practical interior and
convenience enhancements, GLX
variants now feature a new nine-
inch infetainment touchsereen that
delivers a more modern and int ithre
user experience, complemented by a
newly updated colered display inthe
information gauge clusterthat replaces
1he previons red-orange graphics.

Both GL and GLX variants nouw
benefit from the addition of front
side airbags and curtain airbags,
strengthening occupant protectionin
the event of a collision. Front parking
sensors are now standard acoss

the range, making maneuvering
in tight spaces easier while the GL
variant also gains a reverse camers
foradded convenience andvisibility
wehen backing up.

Uniderthe hood, the limny retaing
its proven 1.5-liter gasoline engine,
producing 102 PS and 130 Him of
forque, paired with aither a five-
speed manual or a four-speed
automatic transmission,

Its legendary 4x4 Allgrip Pro
drivetrain continues to deliver
authentic off-road capability,
allowing driversto switch befween
Z-wheel drive (2WD) mode for
smooth and fuel-efficient paved
driving, 4WD High for addedtraction
on gravel or dirt roads, and 4WD
Low for maximurm torque when
conquering sand, mud or steep
focky terrain.

Withtheinegration of Suzuki Safety
Support and meaningful comfort
upgrades, the 2026 limmny 3-Door
evolvesinoaneven morewel Hounded
adventure companion — one that
blends heritage, capability and modern
intelligence in a compact vet highly
capable package.

The 2026 Jlimny 3-Door with
Suzuki Safety Support isavailable
in the follawingvariants: the GL MT
55 &t P1.293,000, the GLX AT 55 at
P1,395 000andthe GLX AT Twe-Tane
55 8t P1,365,000,

For more information, check
out any authorized Suzuki Auto
dealerships nationwide orvisit bttp.//
suzuki.com.phfautof.

ears of Bhilippines - Iapan Eriendship
BE TR REE
1558 - 2ms

lenges such as climate change
through initiatives such as the
Asfa Zero Emission Commu
nity, and to advance develop-
ment cooperation through
frameworks such as the Gon-
ference on cooperation amorng
East Asian counitries for Pales-
tinian Development

As the Philippines assumes
its important and responsible
role as Asean Chair this year,
Japan will spare no effort in
extending its cooperation.

Binding our ties
through cultural
exchange

Beyond policies and pro-
grams, the most enduring
strands of our friendship are
woven by people through
educational exchanges, cul-
tural interaction, academic
cooperation and everyday
friendships.

In 2025, 73 Filipino schal
ars were supported under the
MEXT Schelarship Program,
and Japan welcomed its first
participant from the Phil-
ippines in the Young Lead-
ers Program in the field of
health care administration
That same year, 67 young Fili-
pinos embarked on enriching
experiences under the Japan
Exchange and Teaching or JET
Programme.

The Osaka Expo 2045 also
offered meaningful plat-
forms for people-to-pecple
exchange. Building on this
proud legacy, the Philippine
Pawilionat the 2025 Expo was
awarded the prestigious Silver

r

On Japan and the Philippines

His Majesty theEmperer PHOTO FROMTHE IMPERIAL HOUSEHOLD AGEMCY OF JAPAN

Award for outstanding de-
sign We, once again, extend
our heartfelt appreciation to
the creative Filipino minds
behind the pavilion for their
contribution to the success of
this global event.

Travel, too, has served as a
reliable bridge between our
cultures, [am delighted to note
that Japan welcomed more
than 860,000 Flipino visitors
in 2025 alone — an encourag-
ing testament to the growing
closeness between our peoples.

Weaving the future
together

All these illustrate how the
Japan-Philippines relationship

has been shaped over time by
mary threads of cooperation
and friendship. The work of
weaving, however, does not
end here. As we look ahead to
2026, 1 hope we can reflect on
ourfuture togetherandidentify
“new threads” to our growing
partnership.

One such thread, in my
view, lies in economic coap-
eration. For decades, Japan
hasbeen the leading develap-
ment partrer of the Philip-
pines across a wide range of
flelds, As our economic ties
continue to deepen, we hope
to expand cur cooperation
into new frontiers, including
digital and green transfor-

mation, space and broader
ECONOMIC securty.

From postwar reconciliation
to a comprehensive partner
ship for peare and prosperity,
the Philippines-Japan rela-
tionship is a tapestry woven
from diplomacy, development,
security, and, above all, human
connection.

As we embark on a year
of commemorative events
for cur 70th anniversary, we
warmly invite our Filipino
friends and partners to join
s in the celebrations, as we
continue weaving our future
together toward peace, pros-
perity and possibilities for
menerations to come.
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BY JAPANESE AMBASSADOR
ENDO KAZUYA

Joday, Japan commemorates the
66th birthday of His Imperial
Majesty Naruhito. On this
auspicious occasion, Iam
pleased to share in this celebration with
our Filipino friends and the Japanese
community in the Philippines.
Thisyear also marks a momentous
milestone: the 70th Anniversary of

Jap

under the theme “Weaving the Future

Together: Peace, Prosperity, Possibilities.” The

symbolicanniversary logo, designed by Mr.

Edmon Fuerte, a youngartist from Baguio,
! Gyoungartist 1o

Years of Philippines - Japan Friendship
BER-Z1VEVREE
1956 - 2026

P rope
with the Filipino abaca fiber. It reflects how
our two nations have steadily woven beautiful
threads of trust, partnership, and shared hope
over seven decades.

Looking back to seven decades of trust

Since Japan made its solemn pledge to
peace and embarked on its postwar path
as a peaceful nation, many pr

The 70th Philippines-Jap.
abaca fiber

Fortifying ties as partners in progress

Our economic partnership is another
important thread in this tapestry of
friendship. Since the 1960s, Japan has
supported the Philippines through

istan

on both sides made numerous
contributions for these long-term efforts.
Ahopeful thread in our shared history can
be found in President Elpidio Quirino’s
pardon of Japanese prisoners in 1953. In
1956, the Japan-Philippines Reparations
Agreement was signed — marking a
foundational moment in our bilateral
relationship.

The Imperial Family’s visits have
helped in deepening our bonds. The
then His Imperial Highness Crown
Prince Akihito and Princess Michiko
paid their maiden visit to the Philippines
in 1962, even meeting General Emilio
Aguinaldo. 54 years later, in 2016, His
Majesty the Emperor Akihito and Her
Majesty the Empress Michiko returned to
the Philippines for their historic visit for
the 60th Anniversary of our friendship —
reaffirming the strong foundation of our
heightened ties.

In the last seven decades, there have
been countless exchanges at various
levels, each of which helped lead to
our shared mutual understanding.

Fast forward to the present, Prime
Minister Takaichi Sanae’s first face-to-
face meeting with a foreign leader after
her inauguration was with President
Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. in October 2025.
In January 2026, Foreign Minister Motegi
Toshimitsu visited the Philippines as
part of his first bilateral overseas tour.
These developments underscore the
high priority that Japan places on the
Philippines as a close neighbor and
trusted strategic partner who shares
fundamental values and principles.

Philippine Ambassador Felino Neri and Japanese State Minister TAKASAKI Tatsunosuke at the signing
ilippi i , 9 May 1956 ©Manila Bulletin

p ipp

Official Devel (ODA),
contributing to progress in vital areas
such as disaster risk reduction and
infrastructure development. This
commitment continues today through
landmark projects including the Metro
Manila Subway Project (MMSP), the
North-South Commuter Railway (NSCR),
the Davao ity Bypass, and the Pasig-
Marikina River Channel Improvement
Project.

On the Bangsamoro Autonomous
Region in Muslim Mindanao’s (BARMM)
path toward peace, development, and
self-reliance, Japan has stood steadily
alongside the region. Japan remains
committed to advancing peace through
dialogue and translating peace into

Unveiling of the Memorial Monument for late President Elpidio Quirino, who
granted amnesty to Japanese prisoners of war (POWS) in the Philippines in 1953

interoperability can translate into
tangible support for disaster response and
810 ¢ SUpport

tangible dividends through dev

Japan-Philippines business
collaborations continue to flourish. In
2025, Japan was the second largest trading
partner and the largest investor for the
Philippines. Around 1,600 Japanese
companies are operating their businesses
in the country.

Advancing peace
and security through cooperation

Our security cooperation has likewise
evolved in ways that contribute to peace
and stability, in line with the vision of
aFree and Open Indo-Pacific (FOIP).
The Japan-Philippines Reciprocal
Access Agreement (RAA), which entered
into force in 2025, has facilitated joint
humanitarian assistance and disaster
relief exercises, demonstrating how

summiT

RELATED SUMMITS

26-28 OCTOBER 2025, KUALA LUMPUR

Prime Minister TAKAICHI Sanae with President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. during the Japan-Philippines
Summit Meeting in Malaysia © Cabinet Public Affairs Office

as

&
The Official Security Assistance
(OSA) program is another important
pillar of our cooperation, aimed at
enhancing resilience by strengthening the
Philippines’ defense capabilities through
the provision of essential equipment
and capacity-building. Notably, the
Philippines is Japan’s only partner to have
received OSA for 3 consecutive years. Just
this February 11, I attended a handover
ceremony for 5 coastal surveillance radar
systems, as part of the first OSA project,
with Department of National Defense
Secretary Gilberto Teodoro Jr.
Japan and the Philippines work closely
in multilateral fora to promote peace
and prosperity in the region and beyond.
We take pride in our long-standing
partnership in advancing nuclear
disarmament and non-proliferation,
guided by our shared aspiration for
“aworld free of nuclear weapons.”
We are also working hand in hand
to address global challenges such as
climate change through initiatives like
the Asia Zero Emission Community
(AZEC), and to advance development

e SR L

The then His Imperial Highness Crown Prince Akihito and Princess Michiko with General Emilio
il ; el ; :
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Japanese Ambassador
to the Philippines
Kazuya ENDO

His Majesty the Emperor © Imperial Household Agency of Japan

cooperation through frameworks such
as the Conference on cooperation among
East Asian countries for Palestinian
Development (CEAPAD). As the
Philippines assumes its important and
responsible role as ASEAN Chair this year,
Japan will spare no effort in extending its
cooperation.

Binding our ties
through cultural exchange

Beyond policies and programs, the most
enduring strands of our friendship are
woven by people — through educational

( Tireadsthat hint: 0
Japan and the Philippines
enduring friendship

In the spirit of His Imperial
Majesty Naruhito’s 66th birthday and
the landmark 70th Anniversary of
Philippines-Japan Friendship—under
the evocative theme “Weaving the
Future Together: Peace, Prosperity,

cultural i i
cooperation, and everyday friendships. In
2025, 73 Filipino scholars were supported
under the MEXT Scholarship Program,
and Japan welcomed its first participant
from the Philippines in the Young Leaders
Program in the field of Healthcare
Administration. That same year, 67

young Filipinos embarked on enriching
experiences under the Japan Exchange
and Teaching (JET) P

P
ENDO Kazuya invites us to trace
the enduring threads binding our
nations. From President Quirino’s
gracious pardon in 1953 and the 1956
Reparations Agreement to today’s
transformative infrastructure like
the Metro Manila Subway, robust
security pacts such as the Reciprocal
Access Agreement, and vibrant

The Osaka Expo 2025 also offered
meaningful platforms for people-to-
people exchange. Building on this proud
legacy, the Philippine Pavilion at the 2025

-

1y of

Ongoing construction of the Metro Manil

ject (MMSP) at Camp Aguinald

ple-to-people exchanges at the
Osaka Expo 2025, our partnership
has evolved into a vibrant tapestry of
diplomacy, development, and human
connection. As we look ahead, new
strands in space, digital, and green
innovation promise even brighter
horizons for peace and prosperity. |

Message from Japanese
Ambassador ENDO Kazuya

Expo was awarded the prestigious Silver
Award for outstanding design. We once
again extend our heartfelt appreciation
to the creative Filipino minds behind
the pavilion for their contribution to the
success of this global event.

Travel, too, has served as a reliable
bridge between our cultures. Tam
delighted to note that Japan welcomed
more than 880,000 Filipino visitors in 2025
alone — an encouraging testament to the
growing closeness between our peoples.

‘Weaving the future together

All these illustrate how the Japan-
Philippines relationship has been shaped
over time by many threads of cooperation
and friendship. The work of weaving,
however, does not end here. As we look
ahead this 2026, I hope we can reflect on
our future together and identify “new
threads” to our growing partnership.

One such thread, in my view, lies in
economic cooperation. For decades, Japan
has been the leading development partner
of the Philippines across a wide range
of fields. As our economic ties continue
to deepen, we hope to expand our
cooperation into new frontiers, including
digital and green transformation, space,
and broader economic security.

From postwar reconciliation to a
comprehensive partnership for peace
and prosperity, the Philippines-Japan
relationship is a tapestry woven from
diplomacy, development, security, and,
above all, human connection. As we
embark on a year of commemorative
events for our 70th anniversary, we
warmly invite our Filipino friends and
partners to join us in the celebrations,
as we continue weaving our future
together — toward peace, prosperity, and
possibilities for generations to come.
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Threads that bind: On Japanand -
the Philippines’ enduring friendship |

By Kazuya Endo
Japanese Ambassador to the Philippines

TODAY, JAPAN commemorates
the 66" birthday of His Imperial
Majesty Naruhito. On this auspi-
cious occasion, I am pleased to
share this celebration with our
Filipino friends and the Japanese
community in the Philippines.

This year also marks a mo-
mentous milestone: the 70" An-
niversary of Philippines-Japan
Friendship, celebrated under
the theme “Weaving the Future
Together: Peace, Prosperity,
Possibilities.” The symbolic an-
niversary logo, designed by Mr.
Edmon Fuerte, a young artist
from Baguio, beautifully com-
bines Japan’s shimenawa rope
with the Filipino abaca fiber. It
reflects how our two nations have
steadily woven beautiful threads
of trust, partnership, and shared
hope over seven decades.

LOOKING BACK TO SEVEN
DECADES OF TRUST

Since Japan made its solemn
pledge to peace and embarked on
its postwar path as a peaceful na-
tion, many predecessors on both
sides made numerous contribu-
tions for these long-term efforts.
A hopeful thread in our shared
history can be found in President
Elpidio Quirino’s pardon of Japa-
nese prisoners in 1953. In 1956,
the Japan-Philippines Repara-
tions Agreement was signed —
marking a foundational moment
inour bilateral relationship.

The Imperial Family’s visits
have helped in deepening our
bonds. The then His Imperial
Highness Crown Prince Akihito
and Princess Michiko paid their
maiden visit to the Philippines
in 1962, even meeting General
Emilio Aguinaldo. 54 years later,
in 2016, His Majesty the Emperor
Akihito and Her Majesty the
Empress Michiko returned to
the Philippines for their historic
visit for the 60th Anniversary of
our friendship — reaffirming the
strong foundation of our height-
ened ties.

In the last seven decades,
there have been countless ex-
changes at various levels, each of
which helped lead to our shared
mutual understanding. Fast for-
ward to the present, Prime Min-
ister Takaichi Sanae’s first face-
to-face meeting with a foreign
leader after her inauguration
was with President Ferdinand
R. Marcos Jr. in October 2025. In
January 2026, Foreign Minister
Motegi Toshimitsu visited the
Philippines as part of his first
bilateral overseas tour. These de-
velopments underscore the high
priority that Japan places on the
Philippines as a close neighbor

DoTR Secretary Vince B. Dizon
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Visit of President Ferdinand R. Marcos, Jr. in the Metro Manila Subway Project with

.
M. Hiroshi Sagawa, Chief Representative of JBIC Manila Office at BCDA & JBIC

Japanese Ambassador to the
Philippines Kazuya Endo

and trusted strategic partner
who shares fundamental values
and principles.

FORTIFYING TIES AS PARTNERS IN
PROGRESS
Our economic partnership is
another important thread in
this tapestry of friendship. Since
the 1960s, Japan has supported
the Philippines through Official
Development Assistance (ODA),
contributing to progress in vital
areas such as disaster risk reduc-
tion and infrastructure devel-
opment. This commitment con-
tinues today through landmark
projects including the Metro Ma-
nila Subway Project (MMSP), the
North-South Commuter Railway
(NSCR), the Davao City Bypass,
and the Pasig-Marikina River
Channel Improvement Project.
On the Bangsamoro Autono-
mous Region in Muslim Mind-
anao’s (BARMM) path toward
peace, development, and self-re-
liance, Japan has stood steadily
alongside the region. Japan
remains committed to advanc-
ing peace through dialogue and
translating peace into tangible
dividends through development.
Japan-Philippines business
collaborations continue to flour-
ish. In 2025, Japan was the sec-
ond largest trading partner and
the largest investor for the Phil-
ippines. Around 1,600 Japanese
companies are operating their
businesses in the country.

ADVANCING PEACE AND SECURITY
THROUGH COOPERATION
Our security cooperation has
likewise evolved in ways that
contribute to peace and stability,
in line with the vision of a Free
and Open Indo-Pacific (FOIP).
The Japan-Philippines Recipro-
cal Access Agreement (RAA),
which entered into force in 2025,
has facilitated joint humanitar-
ian assistance and disaster relief
exercises, demonstrating how in-
teroperability can translate into
tangible support for disaster re-
sponse and resilience-building.
The Official Security As-
sistance (OSA) program is an-
other important pillar of our
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Prime Minister Takaichi Sanae with President Ferdinand R. Marcos, Jr. during the

SUmMMmITS

Japan-Philippines Summit Meeting in Malaysia

cooperation, aimed at enhanc-
ing resilience by strengthening
the Philippines’ defense capa-
bilities through the provision of
essential equipment and capac-
ity-building. Notably, the Philip-
pines is Japan’s only partner to
have received OSA for three con-
secutive years. Just this Feb. 11,
I attended a handover ceremony
for five coastal surveillance ra-
dar systems, as part of the first
OSA project, with Department
of National Defense Secretary
Gilberto Teodoro Jr.

Japan and the Philippines
work closely in multilateral fora
to promote peace and prosper-
ity in the region and beyond. We
take pride in our long-standing
partnership in advancing nucle-
ar disarmament and non-pro-
liferation, guided by our shared
aspiration for “a world free of
nuclear weapons.” We are also
working hand in hand to address
global challenges such as climate
change through initiatives like
the Asia Zero Emission Commu-
nity (AZEC), and to advance de-
velopment cooperation through
frameworks such as the Confer-
ence on cooperation among East
Asian countries for Palestinian
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Development (CEAPAD). As
the Philippines assumes its im-
portant and responsible role as
ASEAN Chair this year, Japan
will spare no effort in extending
its cooperation.

BINDING OUR TIES THROUGH
CULTURAL EXCHANGE

Beyond policies and programs,
the most enduring strands of our
friendship are woven by people —
through educational exchanges,
cultural interaction, academic
cooperation, and everyday
friendships. In 2025, 73 Filipino
scholars were supported under
the MEXT Scholarship Program,
and Japan welcomed its first par-
ticipant from the Philippines in
the Young Leaders Program in
the field of Healthcare Adminis-
tration. That same year, 67 young
Filipinos embarked on enrich-
ing experiences under the Japan
Exchange and Teaching (JET)
Programme.

The Osaka Expo 2025 also
offered meaningful platforms
for people-to-people exchange.
Building on this proud legacy, the
Philippine Pavilion at the 2025
Expowas awarded the prestigious
Silver Award for outstanding de-
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Since their entry into the Philippine market in February 2025, Japanese
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strawberries have attracted attention for their vibrant appearance and high

quality

sign. We once again extend our
heartfelt appreciation to the cre-
ative Filipino minds behind the
pavilion for their contribution to
the success of this global event.

Travel, too, has served as
a reliable bridge between our
cultures. I am delighted to note
that Japan welcomed more than
880,000 Filipino visitors in 2025
alone — an encouraging testa-
ment to the growing closeness
between our peoples.

WEAVING THE FUTURE TOGETHER
All these illustrate how the Ja-
pan-Philippines relationship
has been shaped over time by
many threads of cooperation and
friendship. The work of weaving,
however, does notend here. As we
look ahead this 2026, I hope we
canreflecton our future together
and identify “new threads” to our
growing partnership.

One such thread, in my view,

2026 held at SMX

The Japan Pavilion, together with Japanese suppliers, at the Travel Tour Expo

lies in economic cooperation. For
decades, Japan hasbeen the lead-
ing development partner of the
Philippines across a wide range
of fields. As our economic ties
continue to deepen, we hope to
expand our cooperation into new
frontiers, including digital and
green transformation, space, and
broader economic security.
From postwar reconciliation
to a comprehensive partnership
for peace and prosperity, the
Philippines-Japan relationship
is a tapestry woven from diplo-
macy, development, security,
and, above all, human connec-
tion. As we embark on a year of
commemorative events for our
70" anniversary, we warmly
invite our Filipino friends and
partners tojoin us in the celebra-
tions, as we continue weaving our
future together — toward peace,
prosperity, and possibilities for
generations to come.




