Philippine Daily Inquirer (July 31, 2026, Pages B2-1, B2-2, B2-4)

FRIDAY /JULY 31, 2026
WWW.INQUIRERNET

PATHS THAT LEAD

PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER

—

0 f

ADSH

US FORWARD:

Peace, prosperity, possibilities

interwoven in 70 years of friendship

By Kazuya Endo
Japanese Ambassador
to the Philippines

m xceptional exchanges have
=4 far elevated this year, the

7oth anniversary of Phil-
ippines-J Friendship,
to greater heights of trust and
closeness.

Grounded on a theme of
“Weaving the Future Togeth-
er: Peace, Prosperity, Possi-
bilities,” various deepening
engagements continue to give
this celebration a truly memo-
rable form.

The month of July sits at
the heart of this extraordinary
commemoration. July 23 offi-
cially marks Japan-Philippines
Friendship Day, the day our
wo nations normalized the
diplomatic relations in 1956
and set the foundation for
countless fruitful exchanges.

Although global headwinds
have presented various chal-
lenges, Japan-Philippines rela-
tions have not only weathered
crosscurrents, but emerged
with unprecedented momen-
tum in cooperation.

Perhaps the most emblem-
atic expression of this momen-
um is President Ferdinand
Marcos Jr.'s momentous visit
10 Japan from May 26 t0 29, the
first State Visit by a sitting Phil-
ippine president since 2015

Amid wide-ranging dis-
cussions, President Marcos’
meeting with Prime Minister
TAKAICHI Sanae culminated
in a “Joint Statement on the
Elevation to a Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership”—mak-
ing Japan the Philippines’ first
“comprehensive strategic part-
ner.”

More than a diplomatic

~
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Minister for Defense KOIZUMI Shinjiro meets with
Department of National Defense Secretary Gilberto C.
Teodoro Jr. and observes Japan’s inaugural active participation

at the BALIKATAN Exercise.

designation, this milestone is
a declaration of the depth and
direction of our shared ambi-
tions. It signals that Japan and
the Philippines are ready to
face the future as true part-
ners, shoulder to shoulder.

It is against this backdrop
of progress that the moment
invites a broader reflection on
our relations. As we navigate
the latter half of this
friendship year, we
reexamine how re-
cent months have
brought us clos-
er to the peace,
prosperity, and
possibilities en-
visioned by our
celebration’s theme.

Peace

One lesson from our de-
cades-long friendship is clear:
peace is the foundation upon
which our shared prosperi-
ty was built, and from which
new opportunities continue to
emerge.

Japanese Ambassador to the
Philippines Kazuya ENDO

As a peace-loving nation,
Japan stands unwaveringly
‘with the Philippines in its com-
mitment to uphold interna-
tional law, to promote stability,
and to advocate for the peace-
ful settlement of disputes. On
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Years of Philippines - Japan Friendship

1956 - 2026

Prime Minister TAKAICHI Sanae with President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. during the Japan-
Philippines Summit Meeting. ¢ CABINET PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICE
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The 70th Philippines-Japan Friendship Logo designed by
Edmon Fuerte, inspired by Japan's Shimenawa rope and the

Philippines’ Abaca fiber.

the 10th anniversary of the Ar-
bitral Award on the South Chi-
na Sea, the Philippines remains
a leading partner of upholding
a rules-based maritime order
and promoting an updated Free
and Open Indo Pacific (FOIP)
that was unveiled by Prime
Minister TAKAICHI in Hanoi in
May.

This anniversary is a timely
reminder that the rule of law

it

Minister for Foreign Affairs of Japan MOTEGI Toshimitsu during the ASEAN-related Foreign Ministers’ Meetings.
© JAPAN MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

is not self-enforcing. Rather, it
must be actively upheld by na-
tions that believe in its power
to protect the rights and dig-
nity of all. Japan and the Phil-
ippines stand together in that
belief.

Japan’s dedication to the
region’s peace and stability is
vividly expressed in the height-
ened bilateral security cooper-
arion.

Through the Reciprocal Ac-
cess Agreement (RAA), we wit-
nessed the full participation of
the Japan Self-Defense Forces
in the Balikatan exercise for the
first time in April, a significant
step towards better interop-
erability and more seamless,

i itarian and

ment, such as rigid-hulled in-
flatable boats, boathouses, and
slipways. The Philippines holds
the distinction of being the
only country to receive OSA for
three consecutive years.

Recently, our two countries
have exchanged diplomatic
notes related to the Acquisition
and Cross-Servicing Agreement
(ACSA), enabling its entry into
force on Aug. 22, 2026. Nego-
tiations on the protection of
classified military information
are also underway. These steps
reflect our shared commitment
to regional peace and move us
steadily forward.

Japan’s commitment to the
Mindanao peace process also
remains unwavering. From
supporting the digitalization
of the forthcoming first Bang-
samoro Autonomous Region
in Muslim Mindanao (BARMM)
Parliamentary Elections and
voter education initiatives, to
expanding livelihood opportu-
nities in conflict-affected com-
munities, Japan continues to be
areliable partner for peace and
development in Mindanao.

As the historic first BARMM
Parliamentary Elections ap-
proach in September, Japan will
remain a steadfast partner ev-
ery step of the way in marking
this new chapter toward lasting
peace and self-governance in
Mindanao.

Pmsperity

disaster risk response

Further to our shared ef-
forts, Japan has provided coast-
al surveillance radars to the
Philippines since the launch of
the Official Security Assistance
(OSA) in 2023. japan is also
providing other defense equip-

Acc g our gains for
peace are opportunities for mu-
tual economic growth. With Ja-
pan as a leading source of Official
Development Assistance (ODA)
in the Philippines, our economic
linkages offer the bright-
est glimpses into our
countries’ relationship. BZ'




s Our COOpera-
FROMB2-1 tion in infrastruc-

ture development
has become a hallmark of our
deepening ties. We continue
to welcome progress on key
programs such as the North-
South Commuter Railway,
Davao City Bypass, and Metro
Manila Subway Project. Infra-
structure projects that are vital
investments in the daily lives
of millions of Filipinos, and a
testament to Japan’s long-term
commitment to the Philippines’
development.

During President Marcos’
State Visit, Japan further high-
lighted its support through the
newly launched POWERR Asia
initiative, or Parmership On
Wide Energy and Resources
Resilience. In light of global en-
ergy vulnerabilities, this timely
partnership reinforces energy
supply chains and the resilience
of critical industries against
further shocks. At a time when
energy security has become in-
separable from national secu-
tity, POWERR Asia represents
Japan's tesolve Lo ensuting that
the Philippines and the broader
Tegion can face an uncertain fu-
ture from a position of strength.

A new double taxation con-
vention was also signed during
the visit. By establishing clearer
tax rules and reducing barriers
to capital flow, this agreement
creates a more favorable envi-
ronment for Japanese compa-
nies to invest and grow in the
country. Around 1,600 Japanese
companies operate in the coun-
try, placing Japan among the
Philippines’ ‘most important
trade and investment partners.

The true value of our friend-
ship lies in what we have al-
ready achieved and in the many
possibilities that still await us

In terms of cultural ex-
change, the recent “Stella Dance
Jam” collaboration featuring
RIEHATA, SBig, and young
dancers from japan and the
Philippines highlighted the in-
credible potential of our youth
exchanges. The New Japan Phil-
harmonic’s historic debut in
Manila also brought our people
together through a shared love
for classical and orchestral art-
ist

r¥laviug enjoyed these mov-
ing showcases alongside both
Filipino and Japanese friends,
we witnessed the forging of

Japan and the Food and Agriculture Organiza-
tion (FAO) turns over heavy-duty coolers for
fisherfolk communities in Basilan under the
project for the “Development of Sustainable
Fishery Value Chains in BARMM?.

Minister for Economic Affairs YOKOTA Nao-
bumi attends MITSUKOSHI BGC's 3rd anniver-
sary celebration in Bonifacio Global City.

Ambassador ENDO Kazuya
and Madame ENDO Akiko
attend the fashion show
“Thread of Dreams; co-host-
ed by BENCH and the Japan
Foundation, Manila. « sencH

SUPPLE

Paths that lead us forward: Peace, prosperity,
possibilities interwoven in 70 years of friendship

Japan Coast Guard (JCG) trair
Manila.

».oxa,

Ambassador ENDO Kazuya attends the Defense In-
dustry Forum hosted by Japan’s Acquisition, Technolo-

gy & Logistics Agency (ATLA).

ceremony for generators with trailers to PCG
through Official Development Assistance

(ODA).
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Japan turns over coastal radar system:
to the Philippine Navy as part of its

Official Security Assistance (OSA).
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Metro Manila Subway Project (MMSP).

friendships that may last gen-
erations through the universal
language of culture. dance. and
music. These moments remind
us that the strongest bonds
between nations are ultimate-
Iy fostered in the hearts of the
people who share them.

We are also expanding our
horizons in other various sec-
tors. We can explore pioneer-
ing cooperation in fields like
Artificial Intelligence, digital

T8

Ambassador ENDO Kazuya
and Madame Akiko pose to-
gether during the Opening Cer-
emony of the Japan-Philippines
70th Friendship Anniversary.

visits the Batangas LNG Terminal

technology, critical minerals,
and space. The very breadth
of these opportunities demon-
strate that only when two na-
tions trust each other as deeply
as Japan and the Philippines do,
then the possibilities become
truly limitless

Minister YOKOTA Naobumijoins groundbreak-
ing ceremony for the establishment of an aqua-
culture pond at Marawi City Jail.

ODA Press Tour at the North-South Commuter
Railway (NSCR) project site.

partnership with ASEAN, es-
pecially with the Philippines’
leadership as ASEAN Chair this
year. During his courtesy call
on President Ferdinand Mar-
cos Jr, Minister for Foreign
Affairs MOTEGI Toshimitsu re-
iterated Japan's commitment to
its C

Keeping our

deeply attuned to the shifting
face of the future, Japan con-
tinues to promote wide-rang-
ing cooperation and

close

Mr. KISHIDA Fumio, a Member of the House of
Representatives, meets with Department of
Energy (DOE) Secretary Sharon Garin for the
Asia Zero Emission Comunity (AZEC), and

Japan turns over a new one-storey, six-class-
room school building to Maungib Elementary
School in Pura, Tarlac.

Ambassador and Madame ENDO visits the traveling exhibition “OMO-
CHA: Japanese Toys Today.” organized by the Japan Foundation, Manila

litan M

atthe P

sive Strategic Partnership with
the Philippines and to promot-
ing closer coordination along-
side other regional partners at

Ambassador ENDO Kazuya and Madame
ENDO Akiko attend Japan Foundation Ma-
nila’s 30th Anniversary Reception and Stella

Dance Jam,

o 3 4 . e
Japan Disaster Relief (JDR) Team inspects the
Navotas sanitary landfill facility.

f Manila

The Government of Japan and
the Government of the Repub-
lic of the Philippines agrees in
principle on the new Conven-
tion replacing the existing Tax
Convention.
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Japan Coast Guard’s MCT conducts instructor candidate
course in Criminal Ivestigation for the Philippine Coast Guard.

Minister YOKOTA Naobumi
visits the Poona Bayabao
Agri-Fishery Association,
supported through a joint
project by Japan and the Food
and Agriculture Organization
(FAO).

|
the 10th Anniversary
of the Arbitral Award on the South China Sea organized by Strat-

base ADR Institute for Strategic and International Studies (ADRD.

Ambassador ENDO attends the launching ceremony for the
“Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency: Access to Climate
Security and Health Services (REBACHS) Project” in BARMM

the ASEAN-related meetings
held in Manila. On July 23, co-
inciding with Japan-Philippines
Friendship Day, Minister MO-
TEGI met with Secretary of
Foreign Affairs Maria Theresa
Lazaro for the Japan-Philip-

pines Foreign Ministers’ Meet-
ing, where they reaffirmed our
TWO countries’ commitment to
further strengthening our co-
operation. This timing
reflects the priority both
governments place on

[

Ambassador ENDO Kazuya and Madame
ENDO Akiko attend “A 70-Year Opus: Celebrat-
ing Philippines-Japan Friendship in Concert”

U W
Ambassador ENDO Kazuya opens the Japan
Festival Week at De La Salle University (DLSU).

Ambassador and Madame ENDO visit Davao City for a
lecture series at the Holy Cross of Davao College and
the Ateneo de Davao University.
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Ambassador ENDO Kazuya and Madame ENDO Akiko host a send-off reception for the 2026
batch of JET participants and JOS fellows.

Miss Sake Japan 2025 TATENO Chisato, Miss
Sake Phiippines 2025 MURAYAMA Sayuri Embassy of Japan and the Stratbase Institute
leads the Sake Masterciass for students of (c' Srvamq-( and nmem.onal Studies host

FRONBZZ ... oo

our parmership remains as vital
and as active as ever

~After the war, President Elpi-
dio Quirino chose the path of
reconciliation. guided by the
belief that after all destiny
has made us neighbors.”

Peace, prosperity, il

While we embrace the
promise of the present and
the furure, we remain deeply
conscious of the journey that
made both possible.

Ibelieve President Marcos’
recent remarks in his address
10 Japan's National Diet cap-
Ture this sentiment perfectly:

At the “Jeweis of Japan" event showcasing

spirit is
cherished by the Japanese
people and will continue to
inspire future generations
We will walk this path togeth-
er. committed to m
friendship a comerstone of
peace and prosperity, and an
enduring source of possibili
ties not only for our peoples,
but for the broader region we

-}

call nome.

Seventy years ago, our
two nations chose friendship
over grievance, and the future
over the past. As we mark this
milestone year, let us honor
thar choice by choosing, once
again, to weaving the future
together with courage, trust
and an unshakeable belief
in the promise of what lies
ahead

May this year of friend
ship carry our [wo nations o
ward the brightest promise of
our shared future.

Japanese strawbermies newly exported to the Philip-

pines. participants from both countries shared their appreciation for the fruit and experienced

the DLS-CS8 School of Hotel, 7
Institution Management Yearsof Japan- Vn:hppmes Friendship.

Japanese strawberries. approved for export to the Philippines in December 2024 and first
imported in February 2025, are seasonal products but are rapidly gaining visibility in local retail
due to their exceptional quality and SWeetness. « JeTao

GROUNDBREAXS
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CP105 package. < uca BCDA at New Clark City. < s

Featuring RIEHATA, RHT Family, RH PH & RH JP. along with guest performers XONARA, J2X.
and the W3 Dancers. Stella Dance Jany Philippines x Japan rnendsmp 2026 was organized by the
Japan Foundation and heid on June 20-21. 2026, in Manila.

Groundbreaking Ceremony of Metro Manila Subway Project for  Project Pitching Event Co-hosted by JBIC and

itsrich d

JEWE
oF Im\ v

eptional quality. < a0

Since their entry into the Philippine market in February 2025, Japanese strawberries have at-
tracted attention for their vibrant appearance and high quality. symboiizing the growing food
and cultural ties between Japan and the Philippines. < Jerao

Representing Japan at Stefla Dance Jam 2026
The rising stars of Stella, selected by RIEHATA
through auditions in Tokyo, brought remark-

able talent energy. and stage presence to the

Bringing the heart of the Philippines to Stella
Dance Jam 2026, The 20 Stellas, chosen by
RIEHATA through auditions in Metro Manila
and Davao City, proudiy represented the coun-
try’s fising generation of dancers.

819 takes "EMOJI to the next level at SDJ2026. sharing the
stage with giobal icon choreographer dancer RIEHATA, who

RHT

the song's ¢ and the dy
Family in 3 powerful Cross-cultural performance.
« JAPAN FOUNDATION

celebration. «

Japan Pavilion at Travel Madness Expo. < e

Japan Pavilion at Travel Madness Expo. « o



The Philippine STAR (July 31, 2026, Pages 10-11)

T,

aoacecease: AMBASSADOR'S MESSAGE wooccoscses:
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Peace, prosperity, possibilities interwoven in 70 years of friendship

ospionalexchanges have 5o fr devated
his year, the 70th Anniversary of Phippines-
Japan Friendship, 1o greater heights of tust

and cioseness.
Grounded on a theme of “Weaving the Future
Together. Peace, Prosperity, Possibilities,” various

Amid wide-ranging dscussions, President Marcos’
meetng with Prime Minslar TAKAICHI Sanse
cuiminated on the Elavanm toa
Comprehensive StategicP am«ym — maki
the phnwm first“comprehensive sirategic pannsr
More than a diplomatic desi s mi
of

atruly memorabie fom.
o emonihol i f hehartf s extacsiary

emoration
Mzﬂnﬁnﬂy maks Japan-Philppines Friendship
r two naions normalized diplomatic
Totdions 1656 i 5t e i o coonions
fritful exchanges.
Although global headwinds have presented
vasious challenges, Japan. relations have
not only weathered crosscurents, but emerged with
unprecedented mamentum in coogeraton.

Perhaps the most emblematic expression of
this momentum is President Ferdinand Marcos Jr's
momentous visit 1o Japan from May 26 10 29, the
State Visitby a sifing

‘shared
ambifons. 1 sgnais hat Japan and the Phippines are
ready to face te future as true parners, shoulder to

shouider
X is agaal Wi backiog of progres i
broader ref ¢ relations.
memmmrmmslmasmm we

recent months have brought us closer
othe peace, prosperity, and possites envisioned by
our celebration's theme.

Aswe!
reexamir

PEACE
One lesson from our decades-ong friendship is
dlear: peace i the foundation upon which our shared
prospeity was buit, and from which new opportuniies
continue to emerge.

with the Philippines in its commitment to uphold
intemational law, to promte stabiity, and to advocate
forthe peaceful setfement of disputes.

On the 10th Anniversary of the Arbitral Award on
the South China Sea, the Philppines remains  leading
partner of upholding a rules-based maritime order and
promoting an updated Free and Open indo Pacific
(FOIP) that was unveiled by Prime Minister TAKAICHI
in Hanoiin May

This anniversary is a tmely reminder that the nie
of law is not self-enforcing. Rather, it must be actively

ipheid by o protectthe
tights and dignity of il

Japan and the Philipines stand together in that
belif.

Japan's dedication tothe region's peace and stabilty
is vividy expressed in the heightened biteral securty
eration.

ougl Access Agreement (RAA),
‘we witnessed the full parficipation of the Japan Self-
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Years of Philippines - Japan Friendship

BE-I(UEVEEE
1956 - 2026

The 70th Philippines-Japan Friendship Logo designed by Mr. Edmon Fuerte,

in A

Ji the Philippines Kazuya ENDO

and

tisk response.
Further to our shared efors, Japan has provided coastal surveilance radars to
the Phiippines since the launch of the Official Secury Assistance (OSA) in 2023
) ch s igi:

boathouses, and sipways.

ly country o receive OSA for

three consecuve years.
Recently, our two counties have exchanged diplomatic notes related o the
fion and Cross-Servi (ACSA), enabling is entry i
August22, 2026,
also underway.

‘These steps reflect our shared commitment to regional peace and move us
steadiy forward
s also

Region in Musiim Mindanao (BARMM) Pariiamentary Elecions and voter education

itatves, lo expanding veihood oppertunies i confc aflected communies,
danao.

he e hisoc st BARM Partamentary Elecions appoach n Septombes,

toward lasiing peace and salf govemance in Mindanao.
PROSPERITY

With J (ODA) in the
Phigrine, o ecocnic Inkage ers brightest glimpses into our countries
1ship.

M cooperabion in infrastructure development has become a halmark of our
deepening bes.
We continue to weicome ress on key programs such as the North-South
Commuter Raiway, Davao City Bypass, and Metro Manila Subway Project.

and a testament to Japan's long term commitment to the Philippines' development

During President Marcosstate visit, Japan further highiighted s support through

1 ney iunched PONERR Asa v, o« Patershi On Wi Encrgy and
esources Resi

in igmofgma snavgy ineabls, sl patnestiprnroes eneyy

pph er shocks. Atatme
9 POWERRAsia
s egion can
ﬁnamunmﬂammreimap(ﬂumdm
dearer bariers to capital fow, e e
and grow in the country.
Around 1,600, placing J:
the Phiippines’ most important trade and investment partners.
POSSIBILITIES
riendship ies the
many possiifies that st await us.

RIEHATA, SB19, and young dancers from Japan and the Phiippines highiighted the
incredible potential of our youth ex:
“The New Japan Phihamonic's historic debut in Maniia aiso brought our people

»1

=gl - v &
Prime Minister TAKAICHI Sanae with President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.
during the Japan-Philippines Summit Meeting. ¢ Casinet Pubic Attars Ofice

il .

Minister for of Japan MOTEGI Toshimitsu during the
ASEAN-related Foreign Ministers’ Meetings o jspan Minisiry of Foreign Aftairs
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Minister for Defense KOIZUMI Shinjiro meets
with Department of National Defense Secretary
Gilberto C. Teodoro Jr. and observes Japan's
inaugural active participation in the BALIKATAN
Exercise.

PATHS THAT LEAD 10 <4
US FORWARD

together through a shared love for ciassical and
orchestral artistry.

both Filpino and Japanese fiends, we witnessed the

Japanese strawberries, approved for export
to the Philippines in December 2024 and

first imported in February 2025, are seasonal
products but are rapidly gaining visibility in
focal retail due to their exceptional quality and
sweetness. © JETRO

forgin

theu umvarsal lapage of ke, dance, and musc

between nations are ultimately fostered in the hearts of
the people who share them.

We are also expanding our horizons in other various
‘sectors. We can explore pioneering cooperation in fields
ke A;n:cml Inlaiigenos digital technology, critical
mines:

that only M\aﬂ wo nations frust each other as deeply
as Japan and the Philippines do, then the possibilites
became truly limiess.

Keeping our relationship deeply attuned to the
shifting face of the future, Japan continues to promote
wide-ranging cooperation and cicse partnership with

SB19 takes ‘EMOJ' to the next level at

S012004, hiring thi sige ol gkt £n
mmwmﬂ who also

l:rlnaﬂm-mgscmnogv

dynamic RHT Family h:povmmﬂ cross-

cultural performance. « Japan Foundaticn Manda

Japan Pavilion at Travel Madness Expo 2026

ASEAN, especially with the Philippines’ leadership as ASEAN Chair
this yeav

Jr, Minister

lu Fomvgn Affairs WTEGI Toshimitsu reiterated Japan's commitment
St alegpc hip with the

pnimm regional

partners at the ASEANelated meefings held in Mania.

On July 23, coinciding with Japan-Philippines Friendship Day,
Manister MOTEGI met with Secretary of Foreign Affairs Maria Theresa
Lazaro for the Japan-Philippines Foreign Ministers’ Meeting, where
they reaffimed our two countries’ commstment to further strengthening
our cooperation.

Project Pitching event co-hosted by JBIC and BCDA at New
Clark City
©Jsic

This timing reflects the priority both govemments place on or
relationship, proving that our partnership remains as vital and as
active as ever

'WEAVING THE FUTURE TOGETHER:
PEACE PROSPERITY, POSSIBILITIES

While we embrace the pvomse of the ptesaw am the ﬂmre we
remain the jouney that

| believe President Marcos’ rec«nremartsmmaddmslo
Japan's National Diet re this sentiment perfectly:

“After the war, President Eipldlo Quinno chose the path of
reconciiation, guided by the belief that after all, destiny has made
us neighbors.”

This remarkable spirit is chesished by the Japanese people and
will continue to inspire futre generations.

Wewill walk this path together, committed to making our fendship
a comerstone of peace and prosperity, and an enduring source of
pos:bn!m‘es not only for our peoples, but for the broader region we

Seventy years ago, our two nations chose friendship over
grievance, the future over the past As we mark this milestone
year, let us honor that choice by choosing, once again, to weave the
future together with courage, tust and an unshakeable befief in the
promise of what lies ahead.

May this year of friendship carry our two nations toward the
brightest promise of our shared future.
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Years of Bhilippines - Japan Friendship
BAIUELREE
1956 - 2026

xceptional exchanges have so
far elevated this year, the 70th
Anniversary of Philippines-
Japan Eriendship, to greater
heights of trust and closeness.
Grounded on a theme of “Weaving
the Future Together: Peace, Prosperity,
Possibilities,” various deepening
engagements  continue to give this
celebration a truly me:
T et o julyses e heartof
moration. July

Led

inarycomme:
23 om(lally marks Japan-Philippines
Friendship Day, the day our two nations
normalized the diplomati relations
in 1956 and set the

Japanese Ambassador to the Philippines
Kazuya ENDO

countless frieful exc

ough ;,Lobal haagwinds have
pmsmled various challenges, Japan-
Philippines relations have not only

international law, to promote stability,
and to advocate for the peaceful
settlement of disputes. On the 10th
Anniversary of the Arbitral Award on

weathered crosscurrents, but emerged  the South China Sea, the Philippines
with in of upholding
cooperation. 2 riles. bated vaaritime order and

Perhaps the most emblematic  promoting an u and Open

expression of this momentum is
President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.'s
momentous visit to Japan from May
261029, the first State Visit by a itting
Philippine president since 2015

Amid wide-ranging discussions,
President Marcos’ meeting with
Prime Minister TAKAICHI Sanae
culminated in a “Joint Statement on
the Elevation to a Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership” —making Japan
the Philippines’ first “comprehensive
strategic partner.”

ree

Indo Pacific (FOIP) that was unveiled

by Prime Minister TAKAICH! in Hanoi
May.

msannnvrsawxsanmdy reminder
that the rule of law is not self -enforcing.
Rather, it must be actively upheld by
nations that believe in its power to
protect the rights and dignity of all.
Japan and the Philippines stand together
inthat belief,

Japan's dedication to the region’s
peace and stability fs vividly expressed
in the heightened bilateral security

this milestone is a declaration of the
depth and directlon of our shared
ambitions. s
Philippines are eady to foce the future
as true partners, shoulder to shoulder.
1t is against this backdrop of
progress that the moment invites a
broader reflection on our relations.
As we navigate the latter half of this
he

Through the Reciprocal Access
Agreement (RAA), we witnessed the full
participation of the Japan Self-Defense
Forces in the Balikatan exercise for the
first time in April, a significant step
towards betterinteroperabilityand more

nm Minister TAKAICH! Sanae lmn 'mhm
Marcos Jr. dut
nulpp.n Summit Meeting. @ uﬁmt mh: emmlmnmmnn South Commuter

Minister for Defense KDIZUNI Shinjiro meets with mwnnm of Natiosal Defense Secre!
C.Teodoro, Jr. and observes Japan's inaugural active participation at the BALIKATAN Exercise

Minister for Foreign man l! Ja'm MOTEG! Toshimitss during

ASEAN-  Minister YOKBTA Naobumi attends handover ceremeny for generators

Rallway (NSCR] project i

Gilberto  Jagan Coast Gusard (4CG) trainis mi WNIIBNHA
conducts part call at the Paet

seamless,
and disaster riskresponse.
Further to our shared efforts, Japan

ings &
entry into force on Augusx 22,2026.
of

livelihood opportunities in conflict-

rough Official Development Assistance (00A)
o‘ml]lmnsn{hllmnos and a testament
o Fapan i ki

p year, we
recent months have brought us closer to
the peace, prosperity, and possibilities
envisioned by our celebration’s theme.

Peace

One lesson from our decades-
long friendship Is clear: peace is the
foundation upon which our shared
prosperity was built, and from which
new opportunities continue to emerge.

As a peace-loving nation, japan
stands unwaveringly with the

to the Philippines since the launch of
the Official Security Assistance (OSA)
in 2023. Japan is also providing other
defense equipment, such as rigid-
hulled inflatable boats, boathouses,
andslipways. The Philippines holds the
distinction of being the only country to

on
classified military ) el
also underway. These steps reflect our
shared commitment to regional peace
and move us steadily forward.
Japan's commitment to the
indanao peace process also remains
unwavering. From supporting the
of the first

8o be a rliable parter fox peace and
development in Mi
As the historic first BARMM
Parliamentary Elections approach in
. Japan will renain asteadfast
partner every stepof the way in marking
this new chapter toward lasting peace
d self-

W
Recently, our two countries have

Bangsamoro Autonomous Region
in Muslim Mindanao (BARMM)

exchanged diplomtic notes elaed to
the

Agreement (Acs: sA) enabling its

Elections and voter
education initiati ves, to expanding

Mindanao.

perity

Accompanying our gains for peace
are opportunities for mutual economic
growth. With Japanasaleading source of
OffcalDevelopment Assistance (ODA)in
Philippi linkages
nﬁel the brightest glxmpses into our

countries' relati
Our cooperation in infrastructure
development has become a hallmark
of our deepening ties. We continue to
welcome progress on key programs such
as the North-South Commuter Railway,
Davao City Bypass, and Metro Manila
Subway Project. Infrastructure projects
thatarevital investments inthe dailylives

mhppm dampmx

it Marcos’ state visit,
Iapan n futiher highlighted its support
through the newly launched POWERR
Asia initiative, or Partnership On Wide
Energy and Resources Resilience. In
light of global energy vulnerabilities,
this timely partnership reinforces
energy supply chains
of critical industries against further

n energy security

has become inseparable from national
security, POWERR Asia represents
Japan's resolve to ensuring that the
Philippines and the broader region can
facean uncertain future from a position
of strength.
A new double taxation convention
was also signed during the visit. By
establishing clearer tax rules and
reducing barriers to capital flow, this
agreement creates a more favorable
environment for Japanese companies to
invest and grow in the country. Around
1,600 Japanese companies operate in

Ambassador ENDO attends Symposium ea the 10th Anniversary of the Arbitral Award on the South China Sea

7l Strategic and
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the country, placing Japan among the
Philippines’ most important trade and
investment partners.

Possibilities

‘The true value of ot

We are also expanding our horizons
in other various sectors. We can

Maria Theresa Lazaro for the Japan-
PhiippinesForeign Ministers'Mecting,
here they reaffirmed our two countries’

o fursher stre

explore pioneering cooperation in
fields ke Artifcial i digital
ted

This timing reflects

‘The very breath of thess opportunities

me priority both govemments place

ur
inwhatwe have aready achieved and in

trust each other as deeply as Japan and
40, thes :

proving that our
pannershlp remains as vital and as

In terms of cultural exchange, me

become rulyimitess.

recent Stella Dance Jam
featuring RIEHATA, SB19, and young
dancers from Japan and the Philippines
highlighted the incredible potential of
our youth exchanges. The New Japan

Keeping 0
attuned to the shifting face e
future, hpan continues to promote
wide-ranging cooperation and close
partnership with ASEAN, especnl]y

Weaving the Future Together: Peace,
Prosperity, Possibilit

its the
jon “ L Japanese Toys
Today," organized by the Japan lmmm,

traveling exhibt

the
presentand the future, we remain deeply

axsomm@wuxpeopbmgeummm
ashared lovefor classical and orchestral
artistry.

Having enjoyed these maving
showcases alongside both Filipino
and Japanese friends, we witnessed
the forging of friendships that may

Ianguage of culture, dance, and music.
These moments remind us that the
strongest bonds between nations are
ultimately fostered in the hearts of the
people who share them

with the
ASEAN Chair this year. During his
courtesy call on President Ferdinand
Marcos Jr., Minister for Foreign Affairs
MOTEGI Toshimitsu reiterated japan's
commitment to strengthening its

journey that madeboth
ible.

1 believe President Marcos' recent
remarksinhi Japan's National
Diet capture this sentiment perfectly:
“After ElpidioQuirin

and prosperity, and an enduring sou
of possibiitiet not oy for our peogles,
utforthe broader region wecall home.

ity our two nations
chose Frierdahip Over grievance, and
the uture over the past Aswemarkthis

Strategic
with Philippines and to promoting
closer coordination alongside other

guided
by the b bellf that after all, destiny has
neighbors.”

. Jet us honor that choice
by choosing, once agzm toweaving the
umre together with courage, trust, and

regional partners at the
meetings held in Manila. On July 23,
)

the Japanese people and will continue to

with Jap.
Friendship Day, Minister MOTEG!
met with Secretary of Foreign Affairs

Services in Maternal and Child Health and
lwmn Inpmm Bangsamoro Region € JICA

Clark City € J8IC

thispath together, committedtomal
our friendship a comerstone of peace

fin e promise of
Whatliesahead

May this year of friendship carry
our two nations toward the brightest
promise of our shared future.

Ambassador ENDO Kazuya and Madame Akike
pose together during the Opening Ceremony
b S—

the Japan-Philippines 70th Friendship
fersary
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Peace, prosperity, possibilities
interwoven in 70 years of friendship
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Years of Philippines - Japan Friendship
BERI(VESREE
1956 - 2026

XCEPTIONAL exchanges have so far elevated this year, the
70th Anniversary of Philippines-Japan Friendship, to greater
heights of trust and closeness.

Grounded on a theme of “Weaving the Future Together:
Peace, Prosperty,Possbilites"various deepening engagements
Continue to give this celebration a truly memorable form.

The month of July sits at the heart of this extraordinary

Statement on the Elevation to a Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership,‘making lapanthe Philippines’fist” comprehensive
strategic partner”

More than a diplomatic designation, this milestone is a

Dy — the dayou two nationsnarmazed dplomat ltions
i 1956 and.

It signals that Japan and the Philippines are ready to face the
future as true partners, shoulder to shoulder

p:

Perhaps the most emblematic expression of

abroader reflection on our relations.

POWERING THROUGH philppi

Through the Reciprocal Access Agreement, we witnessed
the full particpation of the Japan Self-Defense Forces in the
Balikatan exercise for the first time in April, a significant step

<coordinated

humanitarian and disaster risk response.

Further to our shared efforts, Japan has provided coastal
surveillance radars to the Philippines since the launch of
the Official Security Assistance (0SA) in 2023. Japan is also
providing other defense equipment, such as rigid-hulled
inflatable boats, boathouses, and slipways. The Philippines
holds the distinction of being the only country toreceive OSA
for three consecutive years.

Recently, ut two couties have exchanged diplomiti

IOTO FROMJBIC

LOCAL STRAWBERRIES u e

Balfofhis iendshipyea,we recxamin bow et months
coserto the peace,

is President Ferdinand Marcos Jr's momentaus visit to Japan
from May 26 to 29 — the first state visit by asitting Philippine
president since 2015.

Amid wide-ranging discussions, President Marcos meeting
with Prime Minister TAKAICHI Sanae culminated in a Joint

PHILIPPINETOURISM

envisioned by our celebration's theme.

enabling it entry into force on Aug. 22, 2026. Negatiations
on the protection of dlassified military information are also
underway. These steps reflect our shared commitment to
regional peace and move us steadily forward.

Japan's commitment to the Mindanao peace process also
temains unwavering. From supporting the digitalization of
the forthcaming first Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in
Mauslim Mindanao (Barmm) Parliamentary Elections and voter

Peace
One lesson from our decades long friendship is clear: peace is
 and
from which new opportunities continue to emerge
Asapeace-lg hthe
to

i

of disputes. On the 10th Anniversary of the Arbitral Award on
the South China Sea, thy

partner for peace and in Mindanao.
Asthe hstoricfirst Barmm Parliamentary| Ele(mmzpnloa{h

in upholding a rles-based maritime order and promoting an

inSeptember,
of the way i markingthisnew chapter toward asting peace

Indo-Pacific
Minister TAKAICHIin Hanoi in May.
This anniversary s a timely reminder that the rule of law is
|f-enforcing. Rather, it must pl
that believe in its power to protect the rights and dignity of

170 is assigned in Bohol to promote tourism. PHOTO
FROMJICA

all.Japan and the Phili together in that belief.

expressed in the heightened bilateral security cooperation.

and self-g in Mindanao.

Prosperity

economic growth. With Japan as 2 leading source of Official
ippines, our
offer the brightest glimpses into our counties'relationship.

ahallmark of our deepening ties. We continue

to welcome progress on key programs such as
the North-South Commuter Railway, Davao
Gity Bypass and Metro Manila Subway Project
These are infrastructure projects that are vital
investments in the daily lives of millions of
Filipinos, and a testament to Japan's long-term
commitment to the Philippines’ development.

During President Marcos'state visit, Japan
further highlighted its support through the
newly launched Partnership On Wide Energy
andResaurces Resilience (Power) Asianitiative.
In light of global energy vulnerabiltis, this
timely partnership reinforces energy supply
chains and the resilience of criticalindustries
aqams( further shocks.

newly exported to the Philippines — participants from
both countries share their appreciation for the fruit
S bt 5

PHOTO FROM JETRO

CULTURAL PRESENTATION

9stars of St selcted by Riekata though

stage presence to the celebration. PHOTO FROM JFM

TRAVEI. MADNESS the apan Paviion

msepmme from national security, Powerr Asia
represents Japan's resolve to ensure that the
Philippines and the broaderregion can face an
uncertain future from a position of strenqth.

Anew doubl also

PHOTO FROM JNTO

Philippines do, then the possibilites become truly limitless.
Keeping our relationship deeply attuned to the shifting
face of the future, Japan continues to pwmnle wide-ranging

signed during the visit. By establishing dlearer
tax rles and reduing bariers o apital

with
the Philippines leadership as Asean Chairman this year.
During his courtesy call on President Marcos, Minister for

flow, thi

andgrowinthe country. Around 1,600 Japanese

The true value of our friendship lies in what
we have already achieved and in the many
possibiites that still await us.

In terms of cultural exchange, the recent
Stela Dance.

placing Japan
among the Philippines' most important trade  On July 23, coinci I}
and investment partners Minister MOTEGI met with Secretary of Foreign Affars Maria
Theresa Lazaro for the Japan-Philippines Foreign Ministers’
Possibilities Meeting, where they reaffimed our two countries' commitment

to furthe operation.

thatour nam\enhlp remains as vital and as active as ever.

5819, and young dancers from Japan and
the Philippines highlighted the incredible
potential of our youth exchanges. The New
Japan Philkarmonics historic debut in Manila
also brought our people together through a
shared love for lassical and orchestral aristry.

Having enjoyed these moving showcases
alongside both Filipino and Japanese friends,
we witnessed the forging of friendships that
may last generations through the universal
language of culture, dance and music. These
moments remind us that the strongest bonds

ing thef geth
prosperity, possibilities

we

| believe President Marcos’ recent remarks in his address
to Japan's National Diet capture this sentiment perfectly:
“After the war, President Elpidio Quiring chose the path of
econcilition, quided by the beliefthat after al, destiny has
made us neighbors.”

This remarkable spirt i cherished by the Japanese people
and will continue to inspire future generations. We will walk
this path together, committed to making our friendship a
comerstone of peace and prosperity and an enduring source

hearts of the people who share them.

tegion we call home.

various sectors. We can explore pioneering
cooperationin fields ike Atificial Intelligence,
digitaltechnology, citcal minerals, and space.
The very breadth of these opportunities
demonstrate that only when two nations
trust each other as deeply as Japan and the

T0years ago, o
and the future over the past. As we mark this milestone year,
let us honor that choice by choosing, once again, to weaving
the future together with courage, trust, and an unshakeable
beliefin the promise of what lies ahead.

May this year of friendship carry our two nations toward
the brightest promise of our shared future.
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Prime Minister
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President Ferdinand
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The month of July sits at the heart of
this extraordinary commemoration. July
23 officially marks Japan-Philippines
Friendship Day, the day our two nations
normalized the diplomatic relations in
1956 and set the foundation for countless
fruitful exchanges.

Although global headwinds have
presented various challenges, Japan-
Philippines relations have not only
weathered crosscurrents, but emerged
with unprecedented momentum in
cooperation.

Perhaps the most emblematic
expression of this momentum is
President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.'s
momentous visit to Japan from 26
to 29 May, the first State Visit by
sitting Philippine president since
2015.

Amid wide-ranging discussions,

i

SSS - P ——
INSPECTION of the ongoing developments in the Metro Manila Subway Project (MMSP).

President Marcos' meeting with
Prime Minister TAKAICHI Sanae
culminated in a “Joint Statement on
the Elevation to a Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership” — making Japan
the Philippines’ first “comprehensive
strategic partner.”

More than a diplomatic designation,
this milestone is a declaration of the
depth and direction of our shared
ambitions. It signals that Japan and
the Philippines are ready to face the
future as true partners, shoulder to
shoulder.

It is against this backdrop of
progress that the moment invites a
broader reflection on our relations.
As we navigate the latter half of
this friendship year, we reexamine
how recent months have brought
us closer to the peace, prosperity
and possibilities envisioned by our
celebration’s theme,

Peace

One lesson from our decades-
long friendship is clear: peace is the
foundation upon which our shared
prosperity was built, and from which
new opportunities continue to emerge.

As a peace-loving nation, Japan
stands unwaveringly with the
Philippines in its commitment to
uphold international law, to promote
stability, and to advocate for the
peaceful settlement of disputes. On
the 10th Anniversary of the Arbitral
Award on the South China Sea, the
Philippines remains a leading partner
of upholding a rules-based maritime
order and promoting an updated Free
and Open Indo Pacific (FOIP) that was
unveiled by Prime Minister TAKAICHI
in Hanoi in May.

This anniversary is a timely

reminder that the rule of law is not
self-enforcing. Rather, it must be
actively upheld by nations that believe
in its power to protect the rights and
dignity of all. Japan and the Philippines
stand together in that belief.

Japan's dedication to the region’s
peace and stability is vividly expressed
in the heightened bilateral security
cooperation.

Through the Reciprocal Access
Agreement (RAA), we witnessed
the full participation of the Japan
Self-Defense Forces in the Balikatan
exercise for the first time in April,
a significant step towards better
i ility and more
coordinated humanitarian and disaster
risk response.

Further to our shared efforts, Japan
has provided coastal surveillance radars

3 . eI NS S R
MINISTER for Defense KOIZUMI Shinjiro meets with Department of National Defense Secretary Gilberto C. Teodoro, Jr. and observes
Japan's inaugural active participation at the Balikatan Exercise.

to the Philippines since the launch of
the Official Security Assistance (0SA)
in 2023. Japan is also providing other
defense equipment, such as rigid-
hulled inflatable boats, boathouses
and slipways. The Philippines holds the
distinction of being the only country to
receive OSA for three consecutive years.
Recently, our two countries have
exchanged diplomatic notes related
to the Acquisition and Cross-Servicing
Agreement (ACSA), enabling its
entry into force on 22, 2026 August.
Negotiations on the protection of
classified military information are
also underway. These steps reflect
our shared commitment to regional
peace and move us steadily forward.
Japan’s commitment to the
Mindanao peace process also remains
Turn to page A%
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THE TRUE VALUE OF OUR FRIENDSHIP LIES IN WHAT WE HAVE ALREADY
ACHIEVED AND IN THE MANY POSSIBILITIES THAT STILL AWAITUS. ™

VOLUINTEER KUBO is assigned in Cebu to couduct soil research. © JICA
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people together through a shared love
cal and orchestral artistry.
Having enjoyed these moving
showcases alongside both Filipino
and Japanese friends, we witnessed
the forging of friendships that may
last through the universal

From the
digitalization of the forthcoming first
Bangsamoro Autonomous Region
in Muslim Mindanao (BARMM)
Parliamentary Elections and voter
education initiatives, to expanding
livelihood opportunities in conflict-
affected communities, Japan continues
to be a reliable partner for peace and
development in Mindanao.

As the historic first BARMM
Parliamentary Elections approach in
September, Japan will remain a steadfast
partner every step of the way in marking
this new chapter toward lasting peace
and selfgovernance in Mindanao.

Prosperity

Accompanying our gains for peace
are opportunities for mutual economic
growth. With Japan as a leading source
of Official Development Assistance (ODA)
in the Philippines, our economic linkages
offer the brightest glimpses into our
countries' relationship.

language of culture, dance and music.
These moments remind us that the
strongest bonds between nations are
ultimately fostered in the hearts of the
people who share them.

We are also expanding our horizons
in other various sectors. We can explore
pioneering cooperation in fields like
Atificial Intelligence, digital technology,
critical minerals and space. The
very breadth of these opportuniti
demonstrate that only when two nations
trust each other as deeply as Japan and
the Philippines do, then the possibilities
become truly limitless.

Keeping our relationship deeply
attuned to the shifting face of the future,
Japan continues to promote wideranging
cooperation and close partnership with
ASEAN, especially with the Philippines’
leadership as ASEAN Chair this year.

During his courtesy call on President
Ferdinand Marcos Jr., Minister for Foreign
Affairs MOTEGI Toshimitsu reiterated

to

Japan's

Our fon in i
development has becom a hallnark

of our deepening ties. We continue to
welcome progress on key programs such
as the North-South Commuter Railway,

ypass, and Metro Manila
Subway Project. Infrastructure projects
that are vital investments in the daily lives

of millions of Filipinos, and a testament
to Japan's longterm commitment to the
Philippines’ development.

During President Marcos' state visit,
Japan further highlighted its support
through the newly launched POWERR
Asia initiative, or Partnership On Wide
Energy and Resources Resilience. In

its Comprehensive Strategic Partnership
with Philippines and to promoting closer
coordination alongside other regional
partners at the ASEAN-related meetings
held in Manila. On 23 July, coinciding
with Japan-Philippines Friendship Day,
Minister MOTEGI met with Secretary of

inspects.
sanitary tandfilfacity.

Foreign Affairs Maria Theresa Lazaro for
the JapanPhilippines Foreign Ministers'
Meeting, where they reaffirmed our
two countries’ commitment to further
strengthening our cooperat
timing reflects the priori
governments place on our relationship,
proving that our

light of global energy
this timely cooperation reinforces energy
‘supply chains and the resilience of critical
industries against further shocks. At a
time when energy security has become
inseparable from national security,
P(M'LRR Asia. remnhi Japan's resolve

vital and as active as ever.

Weaving the future together:

Peace, Prosperity, Posibilities
While we embrace the promise of the
present and the future, we remain deeply

the ines and the
broader region can face an uncertain
future from a position of strength.

A new double taxation convention
was also signed during the visit. By
establishing clearer tax rules and
reducing barriers to capital flow, this
agreement creates a more favorable
environment for Japanese companies to
invest and grow in the country. Around
1,600 Japanese companies operate in
the country, placing Japan among the
Philippines’ most important trade and
investment partners.

s of the journey that made both
possible,

I believe President Marcos’ recent
remarks in his address to Japan's National
Diet capture this sentiment perfectly:
“After the war, President Elpidio Quirino
chose the path of reconciliation, guided
by the belief that after all, destiny has
made us neighbors

‘This remarkable spirit is cherished by
the Japanese people and will continue to
inspire future generations. We will walk
this path together, committed to making
our friendship a cornerstone of peace
and pmspenl) and an enduring source

The true value of our friendship
lies in what we have already achieved
and in the many possibilities that still
await us.

In terms of cultural exchange, the
recent Stella Dance Jam collaboration
featuring RIEHATA, SB19, and
young dancers from Japan and the
Philippines highlighted the incredible
potential of our youth exchanges. The
New Japan Phi ic's historic

not only for our peoples,
hul for the broader region we call home.

Seventy years ago, our two nations
chose friendship over grievance, and the
future over the past. As we mark this
milestone year, let us honor that choice
by choosing, once again, to weaving the
future together with courage, trust and
an unshakeable belief in the promise of
what lies ahead.

May this year of friendship carry our

debut in Manila also brought our

promise

of our shared future.
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PATHS THAT LEAD U3 FORWARD: PEAGE, PROSPERITY,
POSSIBILITIES INTERWOVEN IN 70 YEARS OF FRIENDSHIP

XCEPTIONAL exchanges have
so far elevated this year, the 70th

Anniversary of Philippines-Japan

engagements continue to give this
celebration a truly memorable form.

The mnnlh of July sits at the heart of
hi

fruitful exchanges.
Although global headwinds have
presented various challenges, Japan-

Friendship, to greater heights of trustand July have notonly
closeness. 23 officially mark‘ Japan- but dwith
Grounded on a theme of “Wi eavmg l-nendﬁhlp Day, the day our two nations in i
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Perhaps the most emblematic expression of this
momentum is President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.s m
visit to Japan from May 26 to 29, the first State Visitby a

sitting Philippine president since 2015.

Amid wide-ranging discussions, President Marcos’
meeting with Prime Minister TAKAICHI Sanae culminated
na “Joint Statement on the Elevation to a Comprehensive
ategic Partnership”—making Japan the Philippines’ first
‘comprehensive strategic partner.
omatic designation, this milestone
ation of the depth and direction of our shared
ambitions. It signals that Japan and the Ph
ready to face the future as true partners, shoulder to
sho

Itis against this backdrop of progress that the
invites a broader reflection an our relations. As we navigate
thelat
haw recent months have brought us closer to the peace,
osperity, and possibilities envisioned by our celebrations

theme

entous

isa decl:

lippines are

moment

r half of this friendship year, we reexamine

Peace

One lesson from our decades-long friendship is clear:
peace i the foundation upon which our shared prosperity
was built, and from which new opportunities continue to
emerge.

Asa peace-loving nation, Japan stands with

i d

Japan
continues to be a reliable partner for peace and development
in Mindanao

As the historic first BARMM Parliamentary Elections
oach in September, Japan will remain a stead
partner every step of the way in marking this new chapter
toward lasting peace and self-governance in Mindanao.

st

Prosperity

Accompanying our gains for peace are opportunities for
mutual economic growth. With Japan as a leading source of
Official Development Assistance (ODA)in the Philippines,
i oo Mg e i gt
s’ relationship.

our.-mpsm on in infrastructure development has
become a hallmark of our deepenit

mpses into our
countr

. We continue
b Wolctems Fraarea s ke pegraa wicking the North
South Commuter Railway, Davao City Bypass, and Metro
Manila Subway Project. Infrastructure projects that are
vital investments in the daily lives of millions of Filipinos,
and atestament to Japan’s long-term commitment to the
Philippines’ development

During President Marcos' state visit, Japan further
highlighted its support through the newly launched
POWERR Asia initiative, or Partnership On Wide Energy
and Resources Resilience. In light of global energy

the Phi nitment to uphold international
law, to promote stability, and to advocate for the peaceful
settlement of disputes. On the 10th Anniversary of the
Arbitral Award on the South China Ses, the Philippines
remains a leading part pholding a rules-based
maritime order and promoting an updated Free and Open
Indo Pacific (FOIP) that was unveiled by Prime Minister
TAKAICHI in Hanoi in May

This anniversary is a timely reminder that the rule of law
is not self-enforcing. Rather, it must be actively upheld by
nations that believe in its power to protect the rights and
dignity of all. Japan and the Philippines stand together in
that belief.

Japan's dedication to the region's peace and stability
isvividly expressed in the heightened bilateral security
cooperation

Through the Reciprocal Access Agreement (RAA), we
witnessed the full participation of the Japan Self-Defense
Forces in the Balikatan exercise for the first time in April,
asignificant step towards better interoperability and more
seamless, coordinated humanitarian and disaster risk

response
Further to our shared efforts, Japan has provided coastal
surveillance radars to the Philippines since the launch of
the Of urity Assistance (OSA) in 2
providing other defense equipment, such as rigid-hulled
inflatable boats, boathouses, and slipways. The Phili
holds of beir

Japan is also

the distinction ive

g the only country to rec
0SA for three consecutive years.

Recently, our two countries have exchanged diplomatic
notes related to the Acquisition and Cross-Servici
Agreement (ACSA),enabling s entryino force on August
. Negotiations on the protection of classified
iy ol ars aboossidecay These steps reflect
our shared commitment to regional peace and move us
steadily forward

Japan's commitment to the Mindanao peace process also

ins unwavering. From supporting the digitalization

of the forthcoming first egion

v ‘ this timely reinforces energy
supply chains and the resilience of critical indu:
against further shocks. At a time when energy security has
become inseparable from national security, POW ERR Asia
represents Japan’s resolve to ensuring that the Philippines

and the broader region can face an uncertain future from a
position of strength.

A new double taxation convention was also signed
during the visit. By establishing clearer tax rules and
reducing barriers to capital flow, this agreement creates
a more favorable environment for Japanese companies
toinvest and grow in the country. Around 1,600 Japanese
companies operate in the country, placing Japan among
the Philippines’ most important trade and investment
partners.

The true value of our friendship lies in what we have
already achieved and in the many possibilities that still
await us.

In terms of cultural exchange, the recent Stella Dance
Jam collaboration featuring RIEHATA, SB19, and young
dancers from Japan and the Philippines highlighted the
incredible potential of our youth exchanges. The New Japan
Philharmonic’s historic debutin

Manila also brou

people togethes through a shared love for cassical and
orchestral .A'Ihl{\
H

ng enjoyed these moving sh k de both
ino and Japanese friends, we witnessed the forging of
friendships that may last generations through the universal
language of culture, dance, and music. These moments.
remind us that the strongest bonds between nations are
ultimately fostered in the hearts of the people who share
them.

We are also expanding our horizons in other various
sectors. We can explore pioneering cooperation in fields like
Artificial Intelligence, digital technology, critical minerals,
and space. The very breadth of these opportunities

that only when two nations trust each other as

in Muslim Mindanao (BARMM) Parliamentary Elections
and voter education initiatives, to expanding livelihood

deeply as Japan and the Philippines do, then the possibilities
become truly limitless.
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Prime Minister TAKAIC Marcos J i the Jap.
Mecting © Cabinet Pblic Aflairs Office

ister for Foreign Affairs of Japan MOTEGI Toshimitsu during the ASEAN-related Foreign Ministers’
Meetings © Japan Ministry of Foreign Affairs
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Embassy of Japan and the Stratbase Institute for Strategic and International Studies host a high-level
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Keeping our relationship deeply attuned
to the shifting face of the future, Japan
continues to promote wide-ranging
cooperation and close partnership with
ASEAN, especially with the Philippines’
leadership as ASEAN Chair this year.
During his courtesy call on President
Ferdinand Marcos Jr., Minister for Foreign
Affairs MOTEGI Toshimitsu reiterated

| At the Tewels of Japan' event
showcasing Japanese strawberries
newly exported to the Philippines,
participants from both countries
shared their appreciation for the
fruit and experienced its rich aroma
and exceptional quality.© JETRO

coordination alongside other regional
partners at the ASEAN-related meetings

held in Manila. On July 23, coinciding
with Japan-Philippines Friendship Day,
Minister MOTEGI met with Secretary of
Foreign Affairs Maria Theresa Lazaro for
the Japan-Philippines Foreign Ministers’
Meeting, where they reaffirmed our

two countries’ commitment to further

Japan's our ion. This
its Comprehensive Strategic Partnership timing reflects the priority both
with Philippi d to closer place on our

m @

3“PHILIPPIN
WRML AS

JICA Railway Conference © JICA

February 2025, Japanese strawberries have

and high quality, symbol
Philippines. © JETRO

proving that our partnership remains as
vital and as active as ever.

Weaving the Future Together: Peace,

= v <
3 e e ' W
ality, izing the growi g“
food and cultural ties botwean, Iﬂpa‘:' and the % 2025, are seasonal products

Diet capture this sentiment perfectly:
“After the war, President Elpidio Quirino
chose the path of reconciliation, guided by
the belief that after all, destiny has made

While we embrace the promise of the
present and the future, we remain deeply
conscious of the journey that made both
possible.

1believe President Marcos’ recent
remarks in his address to Japan’s National

JICA Volunteer ITO is assigned in Bohol to promote tourism © JICA

us
This remarkable spirit is cherished by
the Japanese people and will continue to
inspire future generations. We will walk
this path together, committed to making
our friendship a cornerstone of peace and
prosperity, and an enduring source of
possibilities not only for our peoples, but

s
N

malagya
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Ak
Japanese strawberries,
approved for export to the

Philippines in December 2024
andfirst imported in February
but are rapidly gaining
visibility in local retail due fo
their exceptional quality and
sweetness.© JETRO

for the broader region we call home.
Seventy years ago, our two nations
chose friendship over grievance, and
the future over the past. As we mark this
milestone year, let us honor that choice
by choosing, once again, to weaving the
future together with courage, trust, and an
unshakeable belief in the promise of what
lies ahead.
May this year of friendship carry our
two nations toward the brightest promise
of our shared future.
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Paths that Lead Us Forward: Peace,
Prosperity, Possibilities Interwoven
In 70 Years of Friendship

mine bhow recent months have
ace, prisper-
envisioned by e

we re-
Trziught us dioser fo ©
iy, and iti

By Kazuya ENDO
epanese Ambassador (o he Piippines

celshration’s Il‘ame

ong frieny
wndslin upy

echeighls e Irusvaud?-
n A theme of
Peace, Pr

Japanese Ambassador to the Philippines

Tiiendship Dag, the day our Lwo vations - Kazaya ENDO

nurmslized the diplamati

1956 5nil el the foundst

[ruilful exchanges.
Although glaba hesdwinds have pre-

senl s challerges, Jspan-Philip-

pines relalions have not ouly

TAKAICHI Sanse culminated

Prime Minister TAKAICHI Sana wilh President Ferdinand Marcos Jr, during the Japan-
Phillppines Summit Meeting

order

nd promoting ar updated
e (KOIP) fhat v

of Lbe Official Secus
(l).!tl,\h 20!

Ly Assisiance

nsive siralcgic parner” i Hanol in May, Through the Reciprocal Ace

More than a diplomatic designation,  This anniversary is a ti i
this milestune is & declaration of the
depth and direeion of e she red umbi
Lions. It signals Phili

Ferhaos Lhe most cmblumalic ¢xp

‘lm momentum is Prsident p

mimentius v ‘@ really 7o fave the fu s true

20, the first Stale  purtness, shealdur e sheclder. s e e scamless.

ine presidenl  ILis agaits Lhis backdrop of progress disasler risk respon:
t! Surther tnt»\lrah'{red ft

Minlster for Affalrs of Japan MOTEGI Toshimitsu during the ASEAN-
Heetings

Mr. Kishida Fumio, a Member of the House of
Representallves, meets with Department of
Eneray (DOE) Secretary Sharon Gain for the Asia
Zero Emlsslon Community (AZEC), and Visits the
Batangas LNG Terminal.

Minkster for Defense KOIZUMI Shinjiro meets with
Department of National Deferise Secretary Gilberto
C. Teodoro, Jr. and observes Japan’s Inaugural
active participatlon at the BALIKATAN Exerclse.
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The 70" Phillppines-lapan Friendship Logo designedi by Edmon Fuerte, Insplred by Japan's Shimenawa
rope and the Philippines’ Abaca fiber
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Acquisition and Cross-Serviciug Agrec-
AUSA), enabling its entryinto force
o0 Augusl 22, 2026. Negulialions on the
protection of elassilied soilitars inlorua-
fion are alsomderway. These steps reflect
vur shared commitment s regional peate
and move us steadily forward.

Japan’s commitment 21 the Mindanaa
pence pri * unwavering.
Trom supporting the digitalization ol
the forthcoming first Bangsamary An-
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ipnines” leatership as ASEAN Chair
this yeur. During his courlesy cull on
President Terdioaund Marcos Jr. Miuis-
ter for Faveign Affa MOTEG] Toshi

milsu reileraled Japan's commilment
to strengthening its Cowprelen
Strategic Partnership with Philippines
ani to promoting closer coprdinal in
alongside other regional partuers at the
AN-related meetings hald in Ma-
nila. On July 23, coinciding with Jupan
Philippines Pricudship Day, Ministee
MOTEGE met with Secretary of Foreign
Alfaies Maria Theresa Luzare fr e

2025, Japanese strawherries have attracted attention

for thelr vibrant appearance and high

quallty,

Japan and the Philigpines.

Ambassador ENDO Kazuya and Madame ENDO Aklko attend “A 70 Year Opus: Celebrating Philippines-

Japan Friendship in Concert”

that our ip remains as vital
and ns active as ever.

WEAVING THE FUTURE TOGETHER: PEACE,
PROSPERITY, POSSIBILITIES

While we embrace the promise of the
presentaund Uie future, we reaain deeply
comscious of the jonrey that made both
possible

Tbelieve President Marcos’ recent re-
otk in his address fa Japan's National
Divt cupture this sunfiment perfeelly:

“Alter the war. President Elpidio Quiring
chusa the path of reconciliation, gnided
Dy the heliel thal after all, destiny bas
uade us noiglibors.

This remarkable spirit is chevished
by the Jupanese people and will con
tinue to inspire future generations, We
willwalk this path fogether, committed
Lo making e friendship u carnerstone
of peace and prosperity. and an endu
wuree of passihilities not snly
vur peoples, ul for the broader cugisn
wo call oo,

70 years ago, amr two nations chose
friendship over grivvance, and the future
over the past. As we wark this milestone
year, Tt us honar that. chiice by choos-
ing, pce again, 1o weaving the fulure
together with courage, trust, and an w-
shakeahle helief in the prmise of what
lics head.

May this year of Iricudship carry o
twy nations tow wlthehngh(ﬂfpmnu\r
uf aur shared fulure.

RHT Family, the acclaimed Japanese dance crew produced by world-renowned
dancer and choreographer RIEHATA, performed at Stella Dance Jam: Philiapines x
um Friendship 2026 on June 20-21, 2026 at The Theater at Solalre. The event,

anized by The Japan Foundation, Manilz, celebrated 70 years of Japan-
Pmnnmmmmaman: relations.

Jagan and the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAD) turns over heavy-duty coolers for fisteiolk
communities in Basilan under the project for the “Development of Sustainable Fishery Yalue Chains in
BARMM”.

‘Ambassador ENDO Kazuya and Madame ENDO &kiko host a send-off reception for the 2026 batch of JET
participants and JOS fellows.




